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arrived at the conclusion that in framing it
the draftswan had given it very ecaveful
thought. 1 am n great believer in the con-
solidation of statutes. I think it was in 1898,
or at about that time, that the late Mr.
J. C. H. James undertook to consolidate all
the then existing statutes.

Hon. J. Nicholson: lt was about 1925.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: All
the statutes to that period were compiled,
and with such an example bhefore me, I fre-
quently agitated that the different Govern-
ments should undertake the eonsolidation of
other Acts of Parliament. The only point
to which I wish to draw attention is in
Clanse 113 and whieh 1 will refer fo more
fully when the Bill is in Committee. I in-
tend to submit an smendment and will ask
for its eareful consideration at the hands of
members. Clause 113 deals with the limita-
tion of the avea of a leasehold to 1,000,000
acres.  Saperficially 1 agree, and we all
agree, that 1,000,000 acres is quite sufticient
for any individual or company. I was one
of those who supported that when it was
before the House on a previous oceasion.
Since that time, however, ¢ircumstances have
arisen as the result of which an alteration
might now be made. Owing to this limita-
tion to 1,000.000 acres, capital, which other-
wise would have been invested here, has gone
out of the country. The remedy weuld he
to insert a clause to the effeet that any per-
son or company who improved their million
aeres to such an extent that they could not
do anything more with the area, and still had
capital available to aequire another property,
should he allowed to do so. I know of a
couple of instances where other properties
might have been taken up in Western Aus-
tralia and money spent on them had it been
possible for the areas to be taken up. Again
1 congratulate the Minister on the manner
in which he presented the Bill to the House,
He did not worry us with too mueh detail,
but save us sufficient information all of
which wus interesting. T have much pleasure
in supporting the second reading of the Bill.

HON. J. CORNELL (North) [514]: I
too congratulate the Honorary Minister on
the manner in which he presented the Bill.
It is essentially a Committee measure, but I
cannot allow the opportunity to pass with-
out adding my small meed of praise for the
excellent work that has been done by Mr.
Sayer in drafting the conseolidation. The
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State is indeed fortunate to have a man like
Mr. Sayer to do work of this kird as
thoroughly as he has done it. It has been
an established fact for many years that no
litigant way game encugh to take on the
Lands Department beeause of the multipli-
city of Aets that had to be iaterpreted in a
court of law. Mr. Sayer has suceeeded in re-
ducing all those Acts of Parliament io a
comparatively small measure, This is the
second consolidating Bill that has been
brought down this session. It is a tribnte to
Mr, SBayer’s industry that he also dealt with
the consolidation of the Road Distriets Act,
whieh was so long overdue for treatment in
that way. Mr. Sayer has made the interpre-
tation of the Land Act much easier than it
has been for many vears, and I hope be will
long be spared to the State to enable him
to continue his work of consolidating the
vavious Aets.

On motion by Hon. A, Thomson, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CEIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew——Central) [4.16]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, 31st October, at 4,30 p.m.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 517 p.m.

Reqislative BRssembly,
TWednesday, 25th October, 1933,
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QUESTION—EGGS FOR EXPORT.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Can he give an assurance
that the variation of three-eighths oz. in the
15-lb. pack of eggs is strietly adhered to by
all Western Australian exporters? 2, Is it
a faect that two and onequarter oz eggs
are being shipped from Western Australia
in the 15-lb. pack?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes. 2, No.

BILL—AUGUSTA ALLOTMENTS.

Introduced by the Minister for Lands and
read a first time.

BILL—FIRE BRIGADES ACT
- AMENDMENT.

Reud a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—ENTERTAINMENTS TAX ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Dehate vesumed from the previcus day,

MR. LATHAM (York) [4.34]: The Min-
inster for Health, when he moved the second
reading of the Bill, intimated that it was
proposed to take advantage of taxation that
was being abandoned by the Federal Gov-
ernment, amounting roughly to about
£11,000, but he did not tell members how
that money would be utilised by the State,
When the Minister was in charge of the
Medical and Health Departments during the
previons Labour Administration, he had the
advantage of additional revenue from the
entertainments tax for hospital purposes,
and during the term of offiee of the Mitehell
Government that revenue was placed to the
credit of Consolidated Revenue. 3Members
should realise that the revenue to be raised
by means of this additional taxation will go
into Consolidated Revenue, and will not be
available to the Minister for Health except
to the extent that money is made available
from the general pool from which the affairs
of the State are financed. I object to the
Government availing themselves of tazation
in respect of which relief has been accorded
the people by the Federal Government. The
amounnt involved may appear to be small
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and it may be claimed that it is right to tax
amusements. I warn members that the tax-
ation proposal of the Government meaps an
additional 8} per cent. on charges at enter-
tainments amounting to over half a Crown,
which is a fairly heavy charge for admis.
sion. That is what the Minister’s proposal
nmeans, '

The Minister for Health: Your Govern-
ment imposed additional taxation amounting
to 50 per eent.

Mr. Doney: But times were much harder
then,

The Minister for Health: Not u hit.

Mr. LATHAM: And the Governmeni wave
the people relief in other directions. Tf the
Minister will inform the House that the Gov-
ernment intend to give the people relief in
other divections to the extent of £11,000, we
will not raise any chjection to the Bill. There
is to be no such relief whatever. As a malr.
lev of fact, with the impost dealt with ip
the Bill, it mezns that the present Govern-
ment bhas so far provided an additional
£25,000 for the Treasury, £14,000 heing
under the heading of the hospital tax and
£11,000 on aceount of the enfertainment tax.
In these times it shonld not bhe a matter of
inereasing taxation, but of relieving the peo-
ple of part of the taxation burden. The
Bill will certainly not assist along those
lines, If we are to start off in this way and
the Treasurer is to take advantage of every
portion of the field of taxation evacuated hy
the Federal Government, such as income tax.
land tax, sales tax and so on, the position
will be hopeless. I am opposed to the tax,
for which there is no need. There is suffi-
cient*money alveady available for the pur-
poses of government and unless we reeeive
an assurance that the monev is at least to
be used to deerease the deficit to the extant
of the amount raised under the Bill, T shall
disagree with the Government’s proposal.
In fact, 1 cannot agree to it and I will op-
pose the second reading of the Bill.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [4.37]: I sup-
port the protest lodged by the Leader of
the Opposition and am in accord with his
vemarks, which T regard as sound. The im-
position of the additional tax on the higher
prices charged for tickets may be claimed as
justified on the score that the people who
pay the higher prices are those who ean
afford to pay a little more. Tn the country
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distriets the charges for pieture shows and
entertainments are mostly about 2s, or 2s.
6d., so that they will be ummediately
alfected by the Bill. If relief is afforded the
people by the Federal Government by means
of reduced or evacuated taxation, I cousider
the State Government should not rush in and
add to the financial burden of the people to
the extent of the relief granted by the Fed-
eral authorities. I shall not say more, being
content to support the protest lodged by the
Leader of the Opposition and to oppose the
sceond reading of the Bill

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [439}: I
oppose the imposition of additional taxation
and shall vote against the second reading of
the Bill. One’s memory does not need to go
back bevond the last general election to re-
member the outery against the taxation im-
pused Dby the Mitehell CGovernment,  The
3ill will inerease taxation.

Mr. Withers: Tt does not mean an ino-
crease.

Mr. SMITEH: Of course it does. There
lave been other increases. We need only
call to mind the emergency taxation, which
has certainly been increased. The publie of
tiis State were led to believe that when the
present Government teok office there would
be an immediate velief regarding taxation.

Mr. Raphael: So there was with respect
to those who eould ill afford to pay it.

Mr. SMITH: The member for Vietoria
Park (Mr. Raphael) is evidently acting as
spokesman far the Government! Immedi-
ately the Federal Government granted the
people rvelief from the form of taxatiom
dealt with by the Bill, the present Govern-
ment grabbed the opportunity with both
hands on the score that here was something
for nothing. They, iherefore, decided ta in-
crease the burden of taxation to the extent
of the relief afforded by the Federal autbori-
ties. If the Minister had been fair, he
would have indicated that the Government
proposed to take advantage of the taxation,
from which the penple had heen relieved by
the Federal anthoritics. and in levying the
tax as a State impost, they intended fo re-
duce the faxation imposed upon those who
could least afford to pay it. If the Govern-
ment, while taking advantage of the field of
taxation evacuated by the Federal authori-
tiez. had relieved those on the lower rung,
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Oppeosition members would have had no ob-
jection to lodge. On the other hand, without
any word of apology, the Minister has em-
braced the opportunity to add to the burden
of the people. I objeet to it. It is not
vight, heeause the present Government were
pledged to the people that if returned to
power, they would reduce taxation, This is
the second opportunity they have seized to
inerease taxation sice they have been in
office.

MR. WISE (Gascoyne) [4.42]: I am not
sure that the small contribution I desire to
make to the debate will be in order.

Mr. Rodoreda: You will soon find out.

Mr. WISE: I desire to deal with the posi-
tion of mechanics’ institutes and similar
halls in isolated distriets. Many of them
were built with the aid of money secured
from the Governmeni. Every entertainment
held in the halls for the purposes of raising
funds to meet the obligation to the Govern-
ment, to keep the premises in proper repair,
to effect improvements, to pay for mainten-
ance, to build verandabs and so forth, is
subjeet to the application of the entertain-
ments tax and part of the money raised by
means of the entertainments is paid to the
Government under that heading. I would be
glad if, either by way of an amendment to
the Bill ar possibly by way of 8n amend-
ment to the principal Aect, exemption could
he granted for entertainments when the ob-
jeet of the concert or picture show was to
raise funds for the purposes I have
indicated.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
8. W. Munsie—Hannans—in reply) [4.43]:
There is not mueh to reply to as a result of
the debate on the Bill

Mr, Raphael: You would not expect any-
thing else from the Opposition.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
recognise there is some justification for the
point raised by the member for Gascoyne
{(Mr. Wise) but his objective cannot bhe
achieved by way of an amendment to the
Bill. Tt would have to be done by way of
an amendment to the Act which imposes the
tax.

Mr. Stubbs: It should he amended.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It can-
not be done under the Bill now before the
House. I was extremely surprised at the
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extraordinary aftitude adopted by the
Leader of the Opposition, who was sup-

ported by the member for Avon (Mr. Grif-
fiths) and the member for Nelson (Mr. J,
H. Smith). The Leader of the Opposition
suggested that if T had given a definite assur-
ance that the money would be used in reduc-
tion of the deficit or had indicated that re-
lief was to be atforded in other directions,
e would not bave raised any objection to
the Bill. In reply to the interjection of the
member  for  Williams-Narrogin  (Mr.
Doney), whe said that the conditions were
worse two years ago than they arve now, I
am prepared to admit that the condition of
the individual is better than it was two years
ago.

Mr. Doney: And the condition of the
State too.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Finan-
cially the State is worse off than it was two
vears ago.

Mr. Doney: Bui your income is undeni-
ably greater. .

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It is
not undeniably greater. From a revenue
point of view, the esfimates are lower than
they were two vears age. The revenue on
which the State has to finance is that de-
rived from the earnings of last year, and
not from the money being earned this year,
and members will realise that last vear the
average income was lower than it had been
in any other year.

Mr. Doney: But the proceeds of this tax
will help to swell the present year's incowe.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
advantage of the incerease will be reaped next
vear, not this year?

Mr. Griffiths: What obout the inereased
Federal contribution?

The MINISTER ¥YOR HEALTH: The
Leader of the Opposition wanfed to know
what would he done with the money. It will
go ioto the Treasury. We used to have a
special fund into which the proceeds of the
entertainments tax were paid, and every
penny of it was devoted to the mainfenance
of hospitals. The Mitchell Government, how-
ever, took the money from the hospitals and
donbled the entertainments tax. That oceur-
red two vears ago, and the three members
who have waxed so indignant this afternoon
voted for the alteration. They did not hesi-
tate to grab an extra £33,000 from the
amusement-going public of this State two
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vears ngo. They then considered it quite
right to do so, even though they knew the
money would be paid into Consolidated
Revenne.

Mr. Latham: You are perpetnating that.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If it
is possible to make any alteration fo give
the hospitals more than they are getting at
present, I shall be prepared to do it. The
finances of the hospitals were never so strait-
ened as at present, although we are collect-
ing 1id. in the pound on earnings from the
general public. What I predicted two years
ago has come to pass. There is not a com-
mittee hospital in this State that could exist
without the support given by the Govern-
ment. That is what has happened from tak-
ing away the entertainments tax and compel-
ling the hospitals to subsist on the hospital
tax. As for any apology, I have none to offer.
It would he ridieulous iff taxpayers had to
pay 2d. in the shilling on tickets up to 2s.
but only 1d. in the shilling on tickets costing
8s. To give relief on tickets costing less
than 25, would neccessitate sacrificing £25,500,
and the State canunot afford to do that under
present conditions.

Mr. Doney: You could adjust that by
taking the £11,500 off the lower charges for
admission.

The MINTSTER 1OR HEALTH : The
hon. member i1s a wonderful mathematician.
I have tried to get it worked out, but it is
impossible to determine haw such relief could
he given. It i= not as casy as the hon. mem-
her thinks.

Mr. Doney: 1 do not say it is easy; I say
it is possible.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
aspeet had been considered. The Govern-
ment coneluded that it was essentinl to he
consistent. We could not permit the tax to
be dropped without losing the inerease im-
posed by the previous Government on the
lower charges, and consequently we had no
alternative to taking the £11,500. I consider
we are doing the eorrect thing, and T see no
need to offer any apology.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

My, Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
tor Health in charge of the Rill.

Clavse 1—agreed to.
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Clause 3—Repeal of Seetion 4 and inser-
tion of new section:

Mr. LATHAM: 1 am surprised at the
Minister lashing himself into a fury in reply-
ing to the very meagre oppesition to the tax.
Let me put him right in respect to revenue
veeeipts. The estimate for this year is more
than £100,000 in excess of that for lust year.

The Minister for Health: T was not speak-
ing of last year. Go back another year.

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member knows
there is always a drag, and this iy one of
them. I do not know whether the Minister
was justified in stating that he ecould not
grant rtelief to people paying the lower
admission charges,

M. Deney: That aspeet has me puzzled.

Mr. LATHAM: I would have supported
such relief. As regards hospitals, the Min-
ister Lias more money than he had when pre-
viously in office.

The Minister for Health: Nothing of the
kind!

AMr. LATHAM: Then there must have
heen a considerable falling off.

The Minister for Health: T am £60,000
down on hospitals this vear as compared with
1929,

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister has the
benefit of the hospital tax, and instead of
the money received from patients being paid
into revenue, it is paid into a trust fund. If
the Minister considers the fignres, he will
find he has a great advantage, so much so
that he could afford to bring the Woorooloo
Sanatorinm, representing £14,000, under the
hospital scheme. On top of that the Min-
ister will have the additional money that
must be produced by the tax this vear, and
that money will go into revenue. Neither
Queensland nor South Australia will have
an entertainments tax when the Federal Gov-
evacuate the field.

The Minister for Health: You are wrong
as regards South Australia.

Mr. LATHAM : Those States impose a tax
on races but not on amusements. Only in
New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania and
South Anustralia are amusement taxes im-
posed.

The Minister for Health: Is there any
three-penny admission to racecourses in
South Australia?

Mr. LATHAM: I said the races were
taxed. I did not say that I would agree to
the Bill if the money were destined to re-
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duce the defieit. I said there might be a
reason for wishing to impose this tax and
that the reason might he to rednce the de-
fleib. Any relief the Federal Government
give should he passed on to taxpayers. The
Treasurer cannot very well forego any other
revenue, hut there is no need to add to tax-
ation. The Government have all the money
they need unless their object is to reduce the
deficit.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
18 no amusements tax in Queensland, but I
did not quote Queensland. I have a list of
entertainments taxes imposed in the varions
States, and South Australia, after the Com-
monwealth evaenates this field of taxation,
will colleet 3d. on admission charges up to
3d., 1d. on charges over 3d. but not over
6d., and thereafter 1d. for each 6d. or part
of 6d. irrespective of the amount. We do
not collect the tax until the charge is 9d.

Mr. Stubbs: Then South Australia col-
leets 2d. on every ls..

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
whieh is the amount we will eollect if the
Bill passes, but South Australia starts on a
lower seale than we do.

My, ;F. T SMTTH: I am not concerned
nbout what is going on in the other States,
but T do object to the imposition of an
additional  State tax upon the people of
Western Australia to the extent of £11,000.
T hope the elause will not be agreed to.

Clanse put and passed.
Title—agreed fo.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adepted.

BILLS (4)—RETURNED.
1, Police Act Amendment.
2, Foeding Stuffs Aet Amendment.
3. Plant Diseases Act Amendment.
4, Fruit Cases Act Amendment.
Without amendment.

BILL—EMPLOYMENT BROKERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
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Clause 4—Amendment of Section 4:
Mr. LATHAM: T move an amendmenf—

That in lize 1 of the proviso the word

“telerk?’ bhe struek out and ‘‘inspector’’ in-
serfed in lieu.
I would point our that a clerk may not be u
person who is qualified to the same extent
as an inspector would be to deal with this
matter.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 5 to 12—ugreed to.

Clanse 13—Repeal of Section 15, and in-
sertion of new section in lien thercof:

Mr. LATHAM: I move an amendment—
That proposed Subsection 1 be struck out.

The State provides a free employment
burean for those who desire to use it; thus
there is no monopoly for the private brokers.
If the State office were conducted on better
lines, it would attract more people to its
doors. Many men do not go there to obtain
employment, and women also prefer to go
clsewhere. Some of the private brokers de-
mand the payment of a deposit, but T have a
proposul, te be dealt with later on, that will
do away with that practice. Meanwhile I
suggest the deletion of this proposed sub-
section.

Mr. MeDONALD: I support the amend-
ment. I agree that we should retain the
private employment brokers’ ageney as part
of the business activities of the State. In
the past they have performed econsiderable
services for those who wished to find employ-
ment. For the two vears ended the 30th
Jnne 1927, 2,932 persons found employment
through the State bhureau, and 8,754 through
private agencies. I understand the relative
proportions still exist, and that two or three
times as many people find employment
throngh private brokers as through the State
office.  The Minister is on right lines in
bringing down the Bill. 1 support the
amendment, however, because I think if the
employer has to pay the fee, this will greatly
cripple the work of the private employment
brokers, These people find employment for
household work, farm service and station
service generally.  The employers cannot
pass on the cost, and they take considerable
visk after paying the fee, of the
emplovee leaving the place or prov-
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ing unsatisfaetory.  Unless this amend-
ment is carried, the activities of private em-
ployment brokers will be greatly decreased.
That would be a pity, because the more peo-
ple we have to-day establishing contact be-
tween those who want employees and those
who want work, the better it is for the State,
provided the activities are funetioning on
proper lines. So, if we eliminate or reduce
the work of private bureaux, we shall reduce
one of the agencies linking up the employer
with the employee, and thus diminish em-
ployment. If employers will not pay the
full fee of a private employment broker,
two alternatives arise.  Either employers
will secure employees by advertising in the
Press for a small ebharge—and in this case
many of the ahuses to which the Minister
bas referred will be subject to no check at
all—or they will apply to the State Labour
Bureau. T do not wish to express any opin-
ion on the aetivities of the burean. Aceord-
ing to the Estimates those activities will
during the current finaneial year cost the
State something over £6,000. On the basis
of past years, the bureau handles about a
third of the situations vaeant. If the activ-
ities of private employment brokers are
uholished or greatly curtailed, the State will
have to find much more money to run its
bureau. One of the expenses occasioned to
the bureau is the advancing of fares for
people to go to the country, and only a small
proportion of those people refund the fares
afterwards. In the case of private employ-
ment offices the matter is apparently cared
for, under the spur of private enterprise,
in such a way that not much iz lost. With
sofeguards such as the Minister has provided
in the Bill, the position can be left as it
is in regard to sharing of fees. That sys-
tem has worked well. The employee will be
more likely to value the job if he has to con-
tribnte sowething towards the cost of ob-
taining it. As the Leader of the Opposi-
tion has said, there is no monopoly; if em-
ployers or employees prefer the free ser-
vice of the State, it is available to them.
No valid reason has bheen shown for inter-
fering with the existing very fair system. I
sapport the amendment.

Mr, DONEY : I agree with the Leader of
the Opposition. The Minister, upon reflec-
tion, will no doubt feel that he has gone fur-
ther than is wise. Successful applicants will
be inclined to enter more or less irrespons-
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ibly into contraels, not caring whether they
aceept or decline appointments found for
them, despite the expense attendant upon
their applications. A fee should be charged.
That whieh is not paid for is seldom appre-
ciated at its proper value. All employment
brokers must have had numerous experiences
of applicants having work found for them
but not bothering to turn up for the joh.
The State Labour Bureau caters for appli-
cants who have not at the moment the where-
withal to finanee a posifion throngh the
private emplovment brokers. T support the
amendment.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am sure the Minister
is taking & step in the wrong direction iu
endeavouring to secure the passage of Sub-
clause 1. Everything possible shounld be done
to secure emplovment, whereas the sub-
clause operates in the opposife direction, and
will discourage the securing of work. Any-
one ohjecting to a private employment office
ean always go to the State Labour Bureau,
on the conduct of which I have no criticism
to offer. Still, it is a faet that many em-
ployers prefer to go to private cmployment
offices, The eause may he that the burean
is frequently used for the placing of relief
workers. Complaints made as to private
employment offices are few, though I do not
dispute what the Minister stated in moving
the second reading. When a similar Bill was
before Parliament some years ago, there were
eomplaints: but the position has improved
considerably since. If there is no fee pay-
able for a job, there will not be the same
keen desire to retain it as there is to-day. No
fee heing chargeable, the same person can
zo along to choose a position again and
again. There should be payment on both
sides, hecanse a definite service is rendered
to both. Tt may fairly be said that the unions
concerned with industry impose a charge
upon those engaged in industry. I have been
informed that on different Government works
being carried on at present, procuration
orders mav he used by warkers to provide
for the withholding by the Government pay
clerk of an amount of 2s. Gd. monthly, such
amount to be paid to the unions for the ve-
nuired tickets.

The Minister for Works: That applies to
tradespeople, too.

Mr, SAMPSON: I am told that this is
done, and that the Minister coneerned has
approved of it. If it is wrong for an em-
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playment office to charge for the serviee
rendered in seeuring work, surely it is at
least equally wrong for o union to impose a
charge on those who are working, and for
arrangements to he made whereby the Gov-
ernment deduet the amount monthly. The
subelanse ig a direct interference with private
enterprise, and another =tep in the direction
of restriction. Anxthing which means re-
striction of employment is certainly not in
the hest interests of the people.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
point liere involved is one of the most im-
portant' in the Bill. The earrying of the
amendment means that the worker will have
to pay to get & job. The proposed eharge of
lalf the weekly wage i: absolutely out-
rageous.  This iden comes, not from the
Labour movement in Australia, hut from the
international Labour Conterence at Geneva.
which earried a resolution in favour of the
aholition of all fee-charging ageneies. And
(wo-thirds ot those who supporied that reso-
lution were anti-Labonr in polities. The first
Rill deuling with this matter which I intro-
duced kept strict faith with the decision of
the League of Nations, which was to abolish
altogether the fee-charging agency. But.
although the Bill passed this Chamber, it was
met with wholesale protestations in gnother
place, the members of which refused to agree
to the abolition, but said that if we Lrought
down a measure to rvegulate the business.
they would agrec that no fee should he
charged to the workers, Now, when we in-
troduce a provision in that modified form
Just in order to meet those who differ from
ns, it is hurled at me that T admit x private
cmployment agency to he a legitimate busi-
ness. | admit nothing of the sort. Tt is
wholly repugnant that people should have to
pay in order to get a joh.

Mr. Doner: Iz it not legitimate in the
senge that it is in keeping with the existing
Aet?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
say it is illegal, but I say it is held by the
International Labour Conferenece, vepresent-
ing every Government associated with the
League of Nations, that fee-charging agen-
eies shonld be aholished,

AMr. Doney: Conditions are different in
various countries.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
so, and if there be one country in the world
that oupht to stand up to this, it is Australia.
Many other countries are abolishing those
agencies. T have compromised on this in
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order o meet our opponents, but T now find
that the more I compromise the more am 1
foreed back. If the Couniry Parly are tak-
ing up this stand, I refer them to page 1137
of the “Hanzard™ of 1925, where it will be
found that their leader said he would support
@ provizion that ne ewplovee would have to
pay any fee. That was said unconditionally,
And in 1932 the Government of which the
present Leader of the Opposition was a dis-
tinguizhied member wrote to the Prime Min-
ister =aving that the principle of charging
fees to the emplover alone was a commend-
able one. And now the Leader of the Op-
position has moved this amendment!

Mr. MeDonald: I rather think vou are
wrong.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
want the hon. member to run awayx with the
idea that I agree that this is a legitimate
business, for T regard it as totally illegiti-
wmate and if I had my way I would not per-
mit fee-charging agencies to carry on. I
have here the case of an apprentice receiv-
ing 11s. 4d. per week who was charged a fee
of £2 10s. before he could get the joh.

Mr. Latham: We are not supporiing that
sort of thing.

The MINISTER FFOR WORKS: The hon.
member knows that in this city the practice
is for the employer to pay nothing at all,
nofwithstanding that the law says the same
fee must be charged to each of the two
parties.

Mr. Latham: That is because no penalty
ts provided for the broker who does not in-
sist on hoth sides paying.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt can-
uot be proved that the employer pays any-
thing at all. When asked to pay he says he
will not, and so the worker has to pay the
lot. We have diseovered that one registry
office in this eity is rnnning what it ecalls
a club, the membership of which costs £1.
All members of that elub have preference in
the allotment of jobs.

Mr. Sampson: You
tion

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Non-
sense! I am prosecuting him now.

Mr. Sampson: You raised no objection to
relief workers having to pay into unions.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Is there
any comparison at all between the two prac-
tices? The one man pays to get his wages,
hours and industrial conditions fixed for him,

raised no objee-

1477

und to bave o representative in the Arbitra-
tion Court, Isthere any comparison between
that and paying to get a job? The hon.
member’s imagination must be execlusive to
himself. I cannot agree that the employvee
shall pay anytbing. If the hon. member who
moved tle motion is going to suggesi that
the worker shall pay half a week’s wages and
the employer pay half a week’s wages——

Mr. Latham: In most cases the employvees
pay a full week’s wuges now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I know
it only too well. In Queensland the busi-
ness is nationalised, and no private employ-
ment agencies are permitted. In Vietoria,
New South Wales and South Australia the
fees charged to the employvees range from 1s.
Gel, Lo Gs. They are fixed by regulation. Bul
in this State the practice is that the em-
ployer pays nothing at all, while the worker
pays deuhle. When previously T hrought
down a similar Bill 1 was told that if 1
would be moderate and introduce a provi-
sion such as this before the Committea, it
would he angreed te. To-day I am surprised
at wmy own moderation, and still I get no
better reception than I got before. In
Geneva, Australia is posted as a defaulter,
as against backward countries such as India
and Italy.

Mr. Latham: And a few ofhers are de-
faulters. We are leading in a number of
instances.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We did
at one time, bub if we are leading in this
respect, we must be leading from the rear.
“Mr. Doney: We are in the same position
a3 Vietoria and New South Wales.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
not. I wounld prefer to abolish all these
fee-charging agencies. Iowever, I have
eomprontised on that, and now members op-
posite want me to compromise still further.
I am amazed at the conservative attitude
of members opposite towards these matters;
they are away behind the rest of the world,
und they seem to pride themselves on that.
The business lends itself to abuse and im-
poses burdens on a weak scetion who cannot
defend themselves. In recent times there has
grown up the practice of offering to pay a
premium to get a job, I asked the Crown
Law Department to insert a provision to
prohitbit that, hut was informed that it eould
not be dealt with in this Bill. We have pro-
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vided (hat no premium shall be paid for
apprenticeship.

Mr. Doney: Quite right too.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Would
it not be right i this instance?

Mr. Doney: No. hecause the conditions
are different,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Government have gone as far as they can
in moderating the Bil) previously submitted.

Mr. LATHAM: Why cannot the Minister
do something to render such legislation un-
necessary?  If the State Labour Bureaun
were made sufliciently attractive, it would
get the business. The burean does not im-
pose charges on employer or employee.

The Minister for Works: That wonld not
do away with employment brokers.

Mr. LATHAM: Then they must serve a
purpose. Why is it the State Labonr
Burean is not used exclusively? Country
people send fo the c¢ity when they cannot
obtain labour and thev send to brokers who
understand their needs. The State Labour
Bureau has a reputation for sending the
man longest on the hooks to get rid of him,
without any consideration as to his snit-
abilhify. The Geneva Conference could not
have had in mind such an institution as the
State T.abour Bureau.

The Minister for Works: Shall T read the
reference again?

Mr. LATHAM: No. The Minister ean
accomplish  through the Sfate ILabour
Burean what the Geneva Conference de-
sired. Let the Government test oni this
idea, and give service equal to that given by
emplovment  hrokers. If employment
brokers render a service, they are entitled
to he recompensed. The Miuister contends
that an emplovee should noi pay anything.
Tf it were certain thai an employee would
keep the engagement, there wounld be some
ground for the Minister’s contention, hut the
difficulix is to get men fo complete the con-
tracts they make. Tf they pay a eontribu-
tion to the employment bhrokers, thev are
more likely to go to the place they have
mdertaken to fill, A farmer snfiers great
inconvenience if at harvesi time, he needs a
harvester-driver, arranges for one fo be
sent, and the man fails to put in an appear-
anee.

Mr. Doney:
harvester-driver,

Or if a man sent is not a
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Mr. LATHAM: Probably the State
Labour Burcau oflicials merely ask a man
whether he is a harvester-driver and accept
his word, Undoubtedly employment brokers
render a useful service.

The Minister for Works: Why have you
altered your opinion? Your Government
wrote a letter to the Prime Minister and
your then leader said he would agree to
that,

Mr. LATHAM: I might be able to quote
some letters that the Minister would not like
to hear. If employees were perfectly honest
and would carry out their engagements, the
waiving of the charge might he possible,
but prospective emplovers need some pro-
tection.

Mr. SAMPSON: T am surprised at the
Minister mentioning that people offer pre-
miums to secure work. That is proof of the
diffieulty of getting work and could reason-
ably be used as an argument for the charg-
ing of reasonable fees hy labour exchanges.
If employees are not charged in excess of
the amount charged to etnployers, ng reason-
ahle nhjection can be raised.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

B )
NoeS .. e e e e e 24

Majority against .. .. ..

AYES.

Mr. Brockman Mer. Patrick

Mr. Ferguson Mr. Piesse

Mr., Grifilths Mr. Sampson

Mr. keenan My, Seward

Mr, Latham Mr. J. H. Bmith

Mr. McDonsald Mr. Thorn

Mr. McLarty Mr. Welsh

Mr. J. I. Mann Mr. Doney

Mr. North (Teller.)
NoEs.

Mr. Clothier Mr. Munsle

Mr. Collier Mr. Needhom

Mr. Cross Mr. Raphael

Mr. Cunningham Mr. Redoreda

Mr. Hegney Mr. F. C. L. Smith

Mr. Johnson Mr. Tonkin

Mr. Kenneally Mr. Troy

Mrv. Lambert Mr. Wansbhrough

Mr. MeCallum Mr. Willeock

Mr. Marshall Mr. Wise

Mr. Miliington Mr., Withers

Mr. Moloney Mr, Wilsan

{Tellery

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 14—agreed to.
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Clanse 15—Obligation of employer to pay
servant’s fare on termination of service for
any reaszon other than wilful misconduct:

Mr, LATHAM : I move an amendment—

That a provise as follews be added to the
clause:—Provided that the emplover shall not
be liable under paragraph (a), in case the em-
ployment hus not lasted three months, or under
paragraph (b) in case it has not lasted six
months, unless such employment hag been ter-
minated within the period of three or six
months, as the case may he, through or by
renson of the wrongful act or defaunlt of the
employer.

1 wish to point out to the Minister the pos-
sibilities that exist, with the clause as at pre-
sent drafted. If a man wished to pgo to
Wiluna, he need only apply for a job there,
have his fare paid, and then leave the job.
[u other words, 2 man could have his fare
paid to Albany in the summer and to some
other part of the State in the winter. It
would be grossly unfair upon employers that
this sort of thing should he allowed to go
on, although it is a very effective way of kill-
ing the private employment brokers’ busi-
ness. Who will determine the degree of mis-
conduet on the pavt of the employee to war-
rant the employver in withholding the fare?
If the Minister does not accept the amend-
wment, he will surely agree to vedraft the
proposed new section. It would be betier
to repeal the whole Act than to allow this
to go through.

The Minister for BEmployment: What is
a wrongful act or default on the part of the
employer?

Mr. LATHAM: If an employer dismissed
a man for no valid reason, it would be a
wrongful act on his part. Anyway, it was
the Crown Law Department that actually
drafted this amendment.

Mr. McDONALD: This part of the Bill
does require amendment. An employer may
have to pay the fare of some individual to
a distant part of the eountry, and after a
week or a fortnight that individual may
leave his employment and demand his re-
turn fare. Some safeguard should be in-
zerted to prevent abuses of that kind, The
amendment as drafted is not quite fair in
one respeet. It would enable the employer
to give a week's notice to his employee be-
fore the expiration of the three or six
months, and thus avoid the obligation of
paying the return fare. That would not be
right. Some safeguard should be embodied
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in this clanse so that both sides max be pro-
tected.

Mr. DONEY: Will the Minister explain
the weaning of the term “wilful miseon-
duet™? It does not cover ordinary miseon-
duct, quarreisomneness or drunkenness.

IMon. N. KREENAN: Under paragraph
(a) the emplover will be required to pay
the fare of the servant from the place of
engagement to the place of empiovment. It
cannot be intended that he shonld pay this
fare to a person who can leave the day
after.

The CTTAIRMAN: T must ask members
behind me to keep order while other mem-
hers ave speaking.

Mr. Marshall: Quite right, toc.

Hon. N. KEENAX: Xo penalty of any
kind is provided in the case of the individual
who leaves his position the day after he
arvives. If lis services are terminated at
any time for any reason other than wilful
miseonduct, the emplover is expected to
provide a sullicient sum to pay his fave back
to the place of engagewment. TIF the econ-
track is the usnal weekly contrvaet, the em-
plovec can give a week’s notice and the em-
plover must pay the farve back. What, I
think, the Minister desires is to proteet the
servant in respect fo his fare to the place of
engngement, but he must also agree that the
servant must go there with a bona fide in-
tention of taking the job and keeping it. He
cannot desire that the individual shall have
his fare paid merely to enable him to reach
a certain place, angd leave it again the fol-
lowing day with his reture fare in his poe-
ket.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T invite
from lon. members opposite snggestions as
to overcoming the difliculty involved. T am
not woedcded to the wording of the clause,
Huowever, the Lemder of the Opposition will
have recognised. from speeches made on the
cross henches, that there is just as imueh
dilticulty in his amendment as in the clause
itzelf. It is hard to arvive at a provision
which will deal equitably with both parties,
I do net argue that the fault iz all on one
side. Men over-anxious to obtain work may
profess to kuow many things of whieh they
have no ides, aidl on arrival in the eountey
may prove unable to perform the work for
which they have heen engaged. Tun other
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cases they do not give a fair deal. How-
ever, I cannot agree to a provision whish
may be nsed to infliet injustice.

Mr. Latham: My amendment is nearly as
bad as the clause, I admit.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Who is
zoing to determine what a “wrongful act™ is?

Mr. Latham: The phrase may be mis-
interpreted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
Chief Inspeetor of Factories tells me he has
plenty of evidence that where agreements
are made for the refunding of the fare after
three or six months, all sorfs of exenses are
found to dismiss the employee a week or two
before the agreed period has expirved.

Mr. Ferguson: That sort of employer de-
serves no eonsideration,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I want
something that will proteet the employee
against an unsecrupulons emplover, and the
employer against an unserupulons employee,
The clanse eould be postponed, and mean-
time I would ask the Crown Law TDepart-
ment, in the light of this disensston, to draft
another provision.

Amendment put and negatived.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T
move—

That congideration of ihe eclause be post-
poned.

Motion put and passed.
Clauses 16 to 23-—agreed to.
Progress reported.

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR POLICE (Hon.
H. Millington—Mt. Hawthorn) [7.41] in
moving the second reading satd: This Bill is
for the purpose of extending the Lotteries
(Control} Aet of 1932 and making amend-
ments which have heen found necessary dur-
the administration of the statnte. In asking
for authority to extend the term of the Act,
1 assume it is advisable and necessary to in-
dicate that in actnal practieal working the
measure has jnsfified itself, that it has given
reasonable satisfaetion, and that it has
proved to be a solution of a much-confused
problem and a vexed (uestion in this State—
the regmlation of certain phases of gambling.

[ASSEMBLY.]

When the original Bill was under discussion,
it was highly prolific of eontentious debate
in Parliament, in the Press, and in fact
vverywhere. It was contended that the
measure did nof provide a solufion of the
problem tlien existing, [ think it ean be
shown that during the time the Act has been
in ¢peration it has justified its existence and
has achieved what was elaimed by those
responsible for its introduction. One claim
wag that the measure would control gambling
in Western Australia. At that time there
wits no control. The oviginal Bill was in-
tended to substitute order for the chaos then
prevailing. Tt is the poliey of practicallv
every country to regulate gambling., Very
few people maintain that gambling can be
suppressed entirely. Therefore it iz well
that the evil practice <honld he made as
innoenous as possible. The Act, although
not perfert, hos to all intents and purposes
effected that, The Govermment of the day
appoint the Cominission eontrolling lotteties,
and have the right to appoint an auditor te
exanine the Commission’s aceounts. The Min-
ister controlling the Act las also the right,
anel in fact the duty, to authorise lotteries,
whether State-wide lotteries—these being the
main  feature—or the small lotteries pro-
moted by numerous organisations. The Lot-
terics Commission have a responsible duty
to perform, ohe demanding continuous super-
vision. The members of the Commission are
subject to much ecriticism, and fo many re-
quests from the public. In addition, they
have had to establish the State lotfery. True,
a previons Commission had conducted lot-
teries, but these were subject to much com-
petition.  On the other hand, the present
State lottery is to all inlents and purposes
a local monopoly, having only to encounter
competition from ILastern States lotteries.
The justification for the State lottery is that
it is conducted in the interests of the State,
and = dirvected by those in authority in
Western Australia.  Further, the amount re-
maining  after payment of expenses and
prizes is used for the purpose of assisting
worthy objects and needy publie institutions,
Although very little information has been
[urnished to the publie, the lotteries have
heen supervised very closely. After each
lettery, a balance sheet has been prepared
and submitted to the Minister. So far,
practically no information has heen given
out regarding each lottery and the financial
position generally. I propose te furnish
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that information. To date, six sweeps have
been completed. The first was condueted
early in the year and, after a month, closed
with 50,000 subscribers at 2s. 6d. each. Since
then there have been five lotteries and, as
an indication of the confidence of the publie
in the Lotteries Commission and the efficient
manner in which the sweeps are run, they
have proved so popular that recent sweeps
have closed with 100,000 tickets at half-a-
crown each and have been completely filled
within a month. That means that to-day
sweeps are run each month elosing with
100,000 tickets, whereas, at the outset, the
original sweep took between five and six
weeks to complete. In those circumstances
it is due to the public that information re-
garding what has happened in respect to
the operations of the Commission showld he
mazde available. The total amonnt subseribed
for the six sweeps condueted to date has
been £77,527, the prize money has totalled
£32,100, the expense of running the sweeps
£12,627, and the surplus amount available
for distribution £32,800. Members will see
that, on the averape, there has heeu over
£5,000 available for distribution from each
sweep, keeping in mind that the first sweep
closed with 50,000 tickets only. The question
of the cost of running the sweeps has abways
been contentious. It has been suggested that
the running costs were unduly high. When
the original Act was passed, 25 per cent.
was allowed for running costs. Inecluded in
that percentage was 10 per cent. to cover
the payments to ticket sellers. Allowing for
the deduetion, it means that 15 per cenf. was
actually allowed to cover the cost of running
s sweep, ineluding salaries and wages, ad-
vertising, priating and other necessary ex-
penditure,  In the past it was the usnal
practice to allow 25 per cent. as the margin
to cover the cost of running a sweep. Pri-
vate promoters, prior to the inauguration of
the Lotteries Commission, allowed for that
percentage and they were considered re-
markably efficient in the conduct of their
operations, and tickets in their sweeps were
in great demand. People were prepared for
the deduction of 23 per cent. to cover run-
ning costs.

Mr. Ferguson: And those sweeps showed
a good profit, too.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: We can
assume that those in control were keen
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business men. They had the necessary plant
asil had their agents scattered throughout
the country. TIn view of past experience, it
was assumed that 25 per cent. was a rea-
sonable amount to provide for running costy
and, in consequence, provision to that cflect
was made in the Aet. That is imporiant be-
cause. although not subjeet lo competition
within the State, our sweeps have been sub-
ject to competition from outside, including
the Golden Casket in Queensland. Tatter-
salls in Tasmania, and a big sweep that is
conducted in New South Wales. Tickets in
connection with sweeps 1n the Eastern States
are sent tn Wastern Australia and the pro-
moters advertise extensively. As they
hig swoeps, it was necessary for the Western
Australian sweep to be run on np-to-dnte
lines in arder to compete suceessfully. It
will he seen, therefore, that although there
is no kerious competition loeally, & certain
amount of advertising beecame essential. A
good deal of money invested in our sweeps
has heen scnt from the Eastern States as
the resnlt of that advertising in seavch of
patronage. The verv fact that the sweeps
have increased from 50,000 tickets in az
montl to 100,000 tickets each month is suffi-
rient indication that the local sweep has
heen popularised and that the public of
Western Australin have shown confidence in
those responsible. To get down to the actual
rost of rumning the sweeps, I may inform
the House that the frst sweep resulted in
£6.918 heing subseribed, of whieh £3,000, or
433 per cent. was paid away in prize
money, the cost of running the swecp wag
£1,276, or 158.4 per cent., and the amount
available for distribution was £2,641. or
38.1 per cent. That was the start.
Since then the business has heen worked up
to snch an extent that the corresponding
details regarding the last completed sweep,
No. 6, show that the total amount received
from the tickets sold at a cost of haif-a-
crown each was £14,347, of whieh £5,900
was paid away as prize money, or 41.4 per
cent. of the total amount received, the cost
of conducting the sweep was £2,065, or 14.4
per cent., and the surplus amount available
for distribution was £6,382, or 44.5 per cent.
When it is realised that of the 14.4 per cent,,
which represented the cost of conducting the
sweep, 10 per cent. went to the ticket sellers,
it will be seen that the actmal cost of Tmn-
ning the sweep was reduced to about 4%
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per cent.  That means to say that less than
3 per cent. was necessary to cover offiee costs
and expenses incurred in running the sweep,

Mr, Stubbs: That is very reasonable,

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: That is
s0. That is the reply to those who were in
doubt us fo whether the sweeps were effi-
ciently condueted, and vonsidered that an
unduc proportion was eaten up in running
costs. [ do not believe there is any other
sweep tn Australia that is Tan so economie-
ally,

Mr. Patrick: I suppose you sell some
tickets direct to the public?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: Not
muny. The sales are mostly through agents
who are distributed throughout the State.
It has to be remembered, with regard to Tat-
tersalls and other sweeps, the buyer of the
ticket has to pay the commission to the
ageni, the amount being deducted on his be-
half, whereas the 2s. 6d. paid for a ticket in
the Western Australian sweep covers cvery-
thing and the Lotteries Commission have to
stand the expense, which is included in the
cost of running the sweep. Harlier in my
remarks I gave the total amount available
so far for distribution as prize money, as
£32,800. 1t may be said that out of a total
received of £77,527, a larger amount should
have been made available as prize money.
It will be recognised that there was a dual
object sought in the establishment of the
Lotteries Commission. Omne was that lot-
teries should he regulated and the other was
that as much as possible shonld he made
available for charitable purposes. No eom-
plaints bhave been received regarding the
amount alloeated for prize money. That is
onl¥ to he expeeted, as people know that the
surplus available is distributed among needy
charitalle institutions that, prior fo the ad-
vent of the commission, were practically
hankrupt, and since then have been able to
secure donations that have tided them over
their finaneial difficulties. Therefore the
establishment of the Lotfteries Commission
has been n means of great relief to those in-
stitutions. I will give members later on an
idea of Low those institutions bave benefited.
The existing system has also heen of advant-
age to the Treasury because the eharitable
institotions of the public character I have
indicated have been performing publie
duties. T refer to sueh institutions as the
School for the Blind, homes for destitute
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children, and so on. Inevitably, those in
control of such institutions were constantly
approaching the Government for financial
assistance, and obviously in recent years it
would have heen impossible for the Govern-
went to have acceded to their requests,
Therefore the money distributed by the com-
mission has heen of inestimable benefit in
furnishing thosc instilutions with donations
from time to time. 1t will bhe admibted,
therefore, that, in securing the regulation
of gambling, the creation of a State mono-
poly has been produciive of good. From
that point of view, the move can be said to
have been sunecessful. From the standpoint
of regulating gambling, prior to the control
exercised by the commission there were
various forms of rontrol, and keen compe-
tition for the right to run sweeps. Since the
innuguration of the commission, private
enterprise has been eliminated and I think
it is generally held that the move was a wise
one. Those institutions that have benefited
have not heen provided for in the haphazard
manner that ohtained in past vears, but that
assistance has heen regnlated as well, T
think I shall he able to demonstrate that the
assistance rendered has been along fair lines
that have given reasonable satisfaction. With
regard to the publication of balance sheets,
it is praectically impossible for the Lotteries
Commission to do that after each sweep. It
must he remembered that the work of the
commission is continuons. They proceed
from one sweep to another. Althongh the
amount available for distvibution after each
sweep can be shown definitely, it would he
very diffienlt to gef out a halance sheet each
month.

Mr. Latham: Theyv have to submit a hal-
ance sheet to the Minister,

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: They
do.

Mr, Latham: Then there ¢an be no diffi-
eulty in gefting a copy.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: Actn-
ally it is not a balance sheet, but a state-
menb of receipts and expenditure made out
in this way:—First of all the amount sub-
seribed, then the amount, namely 25 per
cent., which they allow for running costs,
and then the balance available for distri-
bution, However, the 25 per eent. is not en-
tirely absorbed in the running of the sweep,
and therefore we do not get an actual bal-
ance sheet of each sweep. But the money
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is there, and the statements issued show the
running cost of each sweep and the amount
available for distribution. To date the tofal
amount subscribed is £77,000, the amount
disbursed in prize money £32,000, and the
cost of conducting the sweeps £13,000, leav-
ing available for distribution £32,000.
Already there has been distributed £18,000.
In this morning’s paper there was a state-
ment of commitments amounting to £7,000,
which reduces the balance to roughlv £7,000.
Most of this amount is the surplus from the
last sweep just elosed, a surplus for distri-
bution of £6,382. The commission have con-
tinnous calls made upon them, and so the
actual distribution for each sweep could not
be defined. But they have constituted a pool
as the result of running the sweeps, and
from that pool the various reguests are mat.

Mx. Stobbs: Does the surplus earry daily
interest at the bank?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The
commission entirely control their own affairs.
This money is not paid into the Treasury,
and therefore they bave their own account
at the bank. Whether it is a eurrent aceount
I cannot tell, but T do not think they will he
permitied to build up a big surplus, for as
I say, they have continuous ealls made upon
them.

Mr. Latham: Do vou say they have a
credit balance of £7,0007

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: Yes,
but they have just completed a sweep, the
profits from which amounted to £6,382. It
is not that they keep it long; they have no
opportunity to keep it in hand, for the call
is greater than the amount.

Mr. Stubhbs: I thought perhaps they were
leaving the £7,000 at the hank and not get-
ting interest on it.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: That is
not so, and in any event they would not be
permitted to ecarry it for long, for it will
be allocated to various institutions. Here
are some of the allocations fo date:—Sehnol
for the Blind, £2,000; Children’s Hospital,
£1500; St. John’s Ambulance, £1,450; JMet-
ropolitan Council Unemploymeni, £1,200;
Parkerville Home, £1,200; Blankets for un-
employed, £900; Foundling Home, £700;
Returned Maimed and Limbless Men’s Asso-
ciation, £650; Chandler Boys’ Farm School,
£600; Sonth-West Tnemploved relief, Wok-
alup Boy's Farm School, Tardun Boy's
Farm School, Model Homes, Ron Doig
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Memorial, Clontarf Orphanage and Angli-
can Boy’s and Girls’ Orphanage, £500 each;
Bilver Chain Nursing League, £450; St.
Joseph’s Orpanage, Unemployed Single
@irls’ Sewing Centre, and the Braille Soei-
ety, £400 each; Infant Health Centres, £325;
St. Vincent de Paul, £270; Castledare Home,
£230; Mental Hospital After Care Commit-
tee, £225; Fremantle Charities, Salvation
Army Boys and Girls’ Home, W.A. Deaf
and Dumb School, St. John of God Hespi-
tal Free Ward, Jewish Orphanage Commit-
tee, Children’s Protection Society, and Perth
Hospital Outpatients’ Department, £200
each: Cunderdin Hospital (X-Ray plant)
and Dwellingup Hospital {(N-Ray plant)
£¥75 ench; Harvey Hospital Nurses’ Quar-
ters, £155; R.8.P.C.A., £117; Yarloop Hos-
pital, £110: Hospital for the Tnsane, £110;
Northampton Hospital (X-Ray plant), Pin-
jarra Hospital, Surf Life Saving Associa-
tion, Merredin Hospital (X-Ray plant} and
Railwny and Tramway Hospital Fund, £100
each. And so it goes on. T give that in-
formation to show first of all that the sweeps
.have been conducted in a manner that has
gained the confidence of the publie, that
they have now reached the stage where their
popularity is undoubted, and that the
amount of prize money given has mei with
public approval, particularly the approval
of the winners. The commission have not
egone in for giving one very big prize, I
think that is of advantage, and I am confi-
dent that the manner in which the prize
money is alloeated meets with the approval
of subscribers. T have also shown that there
ean be no cavilling at the cost of eonduet-
ing the sweeps. If it eould be suggested
that an undue amount of money was eaten
up in running expenses, the pnhlic would
have a just complaint. Under the existing
law the commission have the right to allo-

eate the money. Natarally when they
are making a donation to .any public

institution associated with the Health De-
partment, that department 1is consulted.
I discussed this with the commission and
thev agread that it would be inadvisable to
make allocations to sueh institutions as
hospitals without consulting the Medical
and  Health UNepartment. So in each
instance the amount T have enumerated
has heen donated ounly after diseussion with
the department. Also. the amount alletted
to the unemploved committees haz been
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allotted after consnltation with the oflicials
and the head of the depurtment. When I
showed an interest in the alloeation of the
money, the commission subitted to me a
list of proposed donations, [ will not say
that it has my approval. fur so far we have
not the right to approve, but we propose
to fake the power by providing that all these
donations -and ulloeations of money shall be
made with the approval of the Minister. 1t
is not proposed that it shall be the husiness
of Ministers to inguire closely into all the
alloeations to be made. That is the funetion
of the commission, and T think they are well
acquainted with the needs of the various
chavitable institntions. They have had many
vears of experience, and that experience
stands them in good stead in the making of
tlese alloeations, That is why their admin-
istration meets with sueh approval, their
wide knowledge enabling them to avoid the
mistakes which un inexperienced adwminis-
trator would be likely to make. That has
been their policy in regard to the noney
already allocated, und they have a  policy
respecting foture allocations. It is not suffi-
cient (o give one large amount to any chari-
table institution and think you have finished
with it. TFrom my experience of the Child
Wellare Department I know that cach suc-
ceeding vear that and similar institntions
are faeed with (inanetal difficnltics, and so
the supplyving of their needs is a econtinuous
process, From that point of view the com-
mission bhave shown, not ouly capacity, but
also the considerable knowledge which is
necessary in o very important part of ‘heir
work, namely the allocation of the available
funds.  In that they have given full satis-
faction. Ax 1o the Bill itself, one feature is
the proposal that all large allocations ave
to be made only te incarporated hodies. The
various unemployved relicf committees are
not incorporated bodies, and therefore in
the Bill they arve specially ineluded amongst
those to whow large donatinns may be made.
Also, it & provided that the distribution of
money shall be unlder improved supervisiou,
and the Minister or the Government rhall
have control of the alloeation and shall give
approval before any distribution of the
money raised is made to any charitable in-
stitution; the Minister shall give approval
in writing specifving the several sums of
muney and the persons or hodies who receive
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them.  Whichever overnment may be in
power would naturally be advised by the
comission in regard to the distribution
but it is ndvisable that the Minister and the
Government should have some econtrol over
the  distribution of money publicly sob-
seribed and which in the main goes to in-
stitutions that in the past hove looked to
the Government for assistunce.

Mr, Latham: [ (hink it very unwise to
atlenpt to bake that power.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I think
it is . necessary power. It will not be oxer-
cised to any great eoxtent. At present the
practice is to comsult the various CGovern-
ment departments and take their adviee. The
lion. memnher wonld not snggest that in the
assistance of hospitals ¢r other institutions
under the various State departments an ont-
side commission would know as much of
the infrieate working of those institutions
a3 do the heads of departments, The Mino-
ister, natorally, would look to the Health
Department and wonld not presume to make
allueations to hospitals on his own responsi-
hility. T pointed out to the commission that
in tuaking donations to hospitals they would
he tmmediately in frooble if they did not do
it in uwssoeintion with the department. One
hespiia! cowmittee asked for a donation and
then suguested that the Medieal Department
should subsidise that, pound for pound, for
the purpese of huilding hospital, That is
rather u gnod financial proposition fer the
hospital committee, but one that vequires
some supervision.

Alr. Ferguson: Do nol you think the com-
mission, and net the Minister, should have
the final say?

The MINISTKR FOR 1POLICE: No, the
Minister =honld have the Hpal say, though
he would be lapgely advised by the commis-
sion alter they had been advised through
Government departments, The commission
exizt for the distinet purpose of assisting the
institutions which in time past hove been
financially assisted by the Government, and
therefore Lhe old wachinery has to come into
operation, Where a distribution of funds
is Lo he made, it must not be made hap-
hazardly, The existing machinery must be
used, and the Minister wmust have the final
say, though it is not suggested that he would
undertake the work of allocating the money.
That would be dene by the commission and
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the proposals would he placed before him
for approval

Hon, W. D. Johnsen: Do not you think
you should add a elanse providing that the
Minister’s distribution should be reported to
Parliament? 1t is not of much use the Min-
ister making the distribution unless the re-
sult 15 officially reported to the House,

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I see no
objection to the fullest publicity being given.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That should be done,

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: There is
nothing to hide. 1 have told members exaetly
what has taken place, but I do not think it
would be easy to eomplete in detail the bal-
anee for a running concern.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: No, T mean a report
on the funds ag distributed.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: Who-
ever form the commission, the fullest pub-
licity should he given. It would iean
nothing if only a detailed statement of each
sweep were given, but we could have partieu-
lars of the finaneial position from time to
time. 1 see no reason why it should not he
given.

Mr. Griffiths: Was it not the original in-
tention that we should have a commission
independent of Parliament?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: That de-
pends on whether we have more confidence in
a conunission than in Parliament, Any
board must be subject to some eontrol. e
do not hand over complete control to any
body. We have a Ministry, but complete
control is not handed over to Ministers; they
are subject to control by Parliament. The
commission will not be interfered with to
any extent, but there is to be that con-
trol which is exercised over any body of men
charged with the respousibility of handling
public money. If any difficulty oceurred in
connection with the running of sweeps, the
Flame wanld immediately be placed on the
Government, Therefore, in  the final
analysis, the Government have the respon-
sibility.  Those appointed are not greater
than those who appointed them, and whether
we like it or not, the Government would
have to take the responsibility for the com-
mission and Parliament would have to take
the responsibility for the machine created.

Mr. Doney: TYon are taking away the
priucipal function of the commission.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: To
which function does the hon. member refer?

(56]
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Mr. Doney: The allocation of the profits.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: No, the
hon. member entirely misunderstands the
proposal,

AMr, Doney: I think it stands out preity
clearly.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: For all
Government expenditure, alloeations are
made by officials. So it will be with the com-
mission’s allocations. The commissior will
submit a list of institutions and, unless ob-
Jection is taken the list will be adopted.
Objections may be received from outside,
and they could be examined by the Minister
to mscertain whether the complaints were
justified. The Minister's examination would
also ensure that the distributions were being
made on an eynitable basis and that there
was no favouritism. .

Mr. Doney: Tn the past you have had no
reason to complain have you?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: It
would be necessary to produce fairly good
and valid reasons before turning down the
recommendation of the head of a depart-
ment. It is the easiest thing ia the world to
approve of recommendations by heads of
departments, but to disapprove one needs
to be forfeited with valid reasons. It would
be so in this instanee. The Minister having
control, the eommission would be careful—
at any rate, T should be—to ensure that the
distribution proposed was fair and equit-
able. I think this control will be advanta-
geons and will give legal sanction fo the
practice that has grown up. The Minister
is consulted; Parliament is responsible to the
people, and the Minister must carry the re-
sponsibility. The Minister has to approve
of every big lottery, and for every small lot-
terv the commission, under the existing Aect,
have to get the approval of the Minister.
Thus it was intended from the outset that
the responsibility should rest upon the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Ferguson: But not the responsinility
for the distribution.

The MINTSTER FOR POLICE: T am re-
ferring to the authorisation of the sweeps.
The Minister could refuse to authorise any
sweep. That power is vested in him wow.
Therefore, when public money is heing allo-
cated to institutions of which the Govern-
ment have knowledge, it will be aidvan-
tageous to have power to give the necessary
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approval, I do not think this would have
the effect of altering the work or responsi-
bility of the commission; it would merely
bring them into line with other institutions.

Mr. Doney: Can you bring any substantial
complaint at all against any past alloeation?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: T do
not think we can.

Mr. Doney: Really there are no grounds
for any alteration.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The
ground I have mentioned is that of prin-
ciple. T am not making complaint of any
past alloeation. The whole prineiple of the
Bill is that the Minister shall exercise con-
trol. If he has control to the extent
of authorising the sweeps, then he
should have control over the distribu-
tion of public funds to public institutions.
We are really asking for an extension of
the power given to the Government under
the Act, an extension that will make for im-
provement in the administration, If the
Minister must take the responsibility, he
must have the power to approve or dis-
approve.  When the original measnre was
introduced, it was speenlative. We did not
know how it would work in practice. T re-
call the lengthy debates on the Bill and the
many forecasts made by members. The Act
has heen in existence since the end
of last vear, so that we have nine
months of aetual experience.  On that
record T should say we are justified
in extending the Aet, which will expire in
December next, for a further period, and
the period set down in the Bill is three years.
With the little knowledge we had last year.
we acted wisely in limiting the operation of
the measure to 12 months, hut now that we
have had actual experience of ifs operation,
which appears to me to have been satisfac-
tory, I think that our proposal, not to make
it permanent, but to extend it for three
years, should meet with the approval of mem-
bers. I now come to a matter that has given
cause for worry during the last few days.
It refers to a member of the commission,
Mr. Clydesdale, M.L.C., against whom a writ
has heen issued for accepting an office of
profit under the Crown. When the measure
was introduced originally, it contained a
paragraph which it was thonght would pro-
teet any member of Parliament appointed
to the commission. After considerahle dis-
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enssion and the expression of diverse opin-
ions, the paragraph was struek out. It was
contended that as the commission would
work independently of Government institu-
tions, and as the moneys received would not
be paid into the Treasury, any member of
Parliament appointed to the commission
and receiving expenses or other payment for
his work would not be accepting an office of
profit under the Crown. Now, however, a
donbt has arisen. The very fact that pro-
ceedings have been launched against a mem-
her of the commission removes the matter
from the realm of speculation. His position
has been challenged. I am not able to say
whether the action launched is likely to be
suceessful. I dare say that even the legal
authorities differ as to the probable result
of the proceedings. The point is that Par-
liament was advised in a certain way, and in
all good faith passed the law, and the Gov-
ernment believed they were aeting within
their legal rights in appointing to the ecom-
mission two members of Parliament. Wher-
ever the responsibility may rest, it certainly
cannot rest upon the appointees. Therefore
it appears to the Government to he unfair
to expeect the challenged member of the com-
mission to bear the expense of defending
an action arising out of his appointment hy
the Government. We maintain that any
doubt as to the legality or validity of the
appoiniment should be removed, and the
earliest opportunity should he taken to rem-
edy the weakness. While the poini remained
merely a matter for speculation, no action
was necessary, but now that a definite chal-
lenge has been issned, we propose, as is
usual when an Aet is found to contain de-
feets, to rectify them by passing amending
legislation. Tt will be necessary fo include
a paragraph covering not only the future
hut the past. We shall have to validate the
action of the previons Government in mak-
ing the appointment. I understand that
action may be taken four months after the
expiration of the term of office, so that even
if the appointment expired this year, grant-
ing for a moment that the contention of the
law’s defectiveness is sound, it wonld be
necessary to inclnde this protective provi-
sion, which exempis the member in question
from the provisions of the Constitution Aet
of 1899 and which also validates the action
of the previous Government in making the
appointment.
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Mr. Doney: 1 do not think the two mem-
bers would he completely exonerated, or
Parliament either.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The ap-
pointment was a Government one. It was
one for which this Parliament was respons-
ible; irrespective of the finer points of law,
the question of justice comes into it. Every
member ean be said to he anxions to mete
out justice to his fellows. If, as the resnlt
of a law that is passed and of an appoint.
ment that is made by the Government in
good faith, a man is involved in legal diffi-
culties and legal expenses, the responsibility
vests upon not only Parliament but upon
suceessive Governments to proteet him. [
do not say what the resnlt of the action will
be. In order fo validate the action that was
taken. a clause has been inserfed in the Bill
to provide that no person appointed a mem-
ber of the commission before or after the
commencement of the Act shall be subject
to any disqualifieation, disahility, or penalty,
nunder fthe Constitution Aets Amendment
Act, 1899, by reason of being, or bhaving
been, a member of the commission, and
withont limiting the general effect of the
provisions of this paragraph no sueh ap-
pointment sball he deemed fo be an appoint-
ment to an office of profit under the Crown
within the meaning of the Act. That was
the original understanding on the subject.
The opinion was expressed, however, by
those qualified to give one, that the appoint-
ment of &8 member of Parliament to this com-
mission would not bring him within the pro-
visions of the Constitntion Aects Amendment
Act, and that the position would not be con-
gidered to be an office of profit under the
Crown.

Mr. Patrick: I think the opinion was ex-
pressed that it was not desired to have mem-
hers of Parliament on the commission.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The then
Minister withdrew the clause in the Bill deal-
ing with this matter, because of the opinion
that was expressed that it was not necessary,
and that the office in question could not be
considered to be an office of profit under the
Crown.

Mr. Ferguson: It was definitely stated that
it was mot an office of profit under the
Crown,

The MINISTER FOR FPOLICE: At the
suggestion that no protective provision was
necessary in the Bill, the Minister in charge,
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witheut the slightest equivocation and with-
out any demur, said, “Very good, I am satis-
fied that it should go by the bhoard” He
allowed it to be strnck out. He announnced
at the fime that it was proposed that the old
hourd, on which were two members of Par-
liament, should continue. The Minister said
it was an efficient board, and had done the
work and built up the organisation, and he
proposed that its members should be reap-
pototed, as turned out to he the casc.

Mr, Thorn: Agains{ the wish of Parlia-
ment.

The MINISTER F¥FOR POLICE: I do
not know about that, but it was still the re-
gponsibility of the Government, who ap-
pointed them, to protect them. The Govern-
ment interpreted the Act to mean that those
who were appointed to the commission would
not he subject to the disabilities of the Con-
stitution Act in respect to accepting an office
of profit under the Crown. The right of
the (Government to make the appeointments
was not questioned. I understand inquiries
were made on all sides, and the general opin-
ion expressed was that the Government were
within their rights in making the appoint-
ments. Dounbts have now arisen, and the
question is being tested. The responsibility
for passing the law rests upon Pariliament.
The previcus Government must also take the
responsibility, and the Government which
followed them—the present Government—
must aceept a similar responsibility for the
decisions of the previons Government. The
Government of the country is continuous.
It iz not usual For one Government to turn
down the decisions of, another in a
case like this. We are doing what we can
fo rectify the weakness in the Aet, and to
vemove the doubt which exists in the law.
For that reason, in addition to providing
for the continuation of the Act for an addi-
tional three vears, and other amendments T
have mentioned, we have included an amend-
ment which is of particular importance at
present. I hope the Bill will meet with the
approval of the Honse. The resulis of nine
months’ experience of the commission have
been entirely satisfactory from a financial
point of view, and I helieve the public also
are satisfied that this is a vast improve-
ment upon the old chaotic method of con-
ducting lotteries which deal with forms of
gubling. Certainly this sort of thing has
been reduced to some order by the establish-
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ment of the commission, Considering the
position in which this House and the Gov-
ernment are placed, and in view of the gen-
eral responsibility of Parliament for the situ-
ation, I hope the Bill will meet with the ap-
proval of members.

Mz Doney: Is it quite clear thaf the Bill
has retrospeetive application?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: That is
a4 matter upon which I cannot express an
opinion. It appears to me to be a very com-
prehensive effort. The amendment shonld
not only protect the member in question for
the future, but the best legal advice we have
is that it will definitely have retrospeective
effect,

Mr. Doney: Which portion of Clause 3
makes that point clear?

Mr. Latham: The beginning of it does.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE : The
clanse says that no person appointed a mem-
ber of this Conunission before or after the
commencement of the Aet shall he subjeet to
any disqualification, ete.

Mr. Doney: That is ambignuous even now.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I would
not attempt to interfere with a clause of this
deseription. It has been drafted by the
Crown Taw Department, and has been
serutinised also by those who are capable of
expressing an opinion, and can be considered
to be authorities on this subjeet. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Latham, debate ad-
Jjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1933-34.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day, Mr.

Withers in the Chair,

Department of the Minister for Edueation
(Hon. J. C. Willeock, Minister).

Vote — Education, £564.000 (partly con-
sidered) :

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [8.40]: I wish
to refer to the rents that are paid for
teachers’ quarters, and incidentally te the
finaneial emergency legislation passed by thig
Chamber {wo vears ago as part and pareel
of the Premiers’ Plan. That plan provided
for a veduetion of 225 per cent. in the
salaries of Government employees, including
school teachers. Tn 1931, as part of this
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legislation, a Rents Reduction Bill was
brought down. Tt was thought then that
school teachers would have gained some ad-
vantage ag a result of that measure. On the
one hand, their salaries were veduced by 22%
per cent., but on the other hand they wuore
under the impression that by the passnge of
the Rents Reduction Bill thev would receive
certain compensating advantages. The mem-
her for Leederville (Hon. A. H. Panton) in
1932 referred to the very matter to which I
am now directing the attention of the Min-
ister. The hon. member said—

There is a seetion of the community which
has been somewhat penalised by the prineipal
Act, probably through thoughtlessness but cer-
tainly with unfair effects. School teachers are
compelled to live in Government quarters; and
although they have had their salaries reduced
by 223 per eent., they have been granted no
reduetion whatever in the rents of their quar-
ters,

I understand that when the original measure
was passed by this Chamber, it was thought
that the officers of the Education Department
would derive an advantage from it. In
another place a member raised the point that
if the school teachers henefited by a redue-
tion in the rent of their quarters, pasteral
and mining leases would also be involved.
The result was that another clause, exempt-
ing the Crown, was added to the Bill in 1931.
Since then the Crown has taken every ad-
vantage of that section in the Reduction of
Rents Act of 1931. So far the officers of
the Education Department, although thev

have suffered the reduction of 2214
per cent. in their salaries, have not
received any advantage whatever in
matter; of vents: and it is to that

phase I desire to direct the Minister’s
attention. The Crown seems to be en-
deavouring to point the way to other people
by saying to the private landlord, “You
must reduce the rents of yvour tenants to a
certain extent, but the Crown will not reduce
the rents of its temants.” When the finan-
cial emergency legislation was brought be-
fore the Legislature in 1931, it included a
Reduction of Rents Bill, accompanying the
measure for reduction of salariess  The
Teachers' Union carefully waiched the pro-
gress of the Bill through this Chamber, upon
leaving which it applied to teachers’ guar-
ters. Tn another place attention was drawn
to the guestion of pastoral and mining
leases. At a consultation with the law
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ofticers the then Leader of the Council was
informed that those particular leases could
be omitted, the Crown thus being exempted
€rom the operation of the measure. But
theve was no mention of the measure not
applying to teachers or other Government
servants. The Bill passed through all stages
on one day, and became an Act. The then
Leader of another place assured the Teach-
ers’ Union that the rents of teachers’ guar-
ters would be reduced angd that the new pro-
vision in the Bill would not affect teachers.
On referring io “Hansard” I find that the
late Attorney General, Mr. Davy, upon
heing faced with the question in this Cham-
ber, adroitly dodged the issue by declaring
that the question of the assessment of
teachers’ rents would be rteviewed by
Cabinet. I want the Minister for Education
not to eonfuse the question I am putting
before him with the question of the assess-
ment of rents.

Mr. Marshall: On a point of order. Are
hon. members in order in carrying on pri-
vate conversations all round the Chamber
while another hon. member is addressing

the Chair? It has heen going on all night
long.
The CHAIRMAN: There is a pretty

noisy corner here, I will admit.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The member for North-
East Fremantle may perhaps agree with the
statement T am about to make. The ques-
tion of the assessment of rents of teachers’
quarters is almost as old as the monitor of
many years ago who is to-day near thke re-
tiring age. 1 wish to emphasise that that is
not the question I am now presenting to the
Minister. Neither am I asking the Minister
to inguire into the kind of houses in which
officers of the Education Department dwell—
whether the honses are hig or small, whether
they are well ventilated, or whether they are
habitable, T mn emphasising that this Par-
liament has eonfinued the financial emer-
geney legislation for two years, thus eon-
tinuing the reductions in the salaries of
officers of the Education Department. It
was thought at the time that those officers
wonld receive some compensating advan-
tage in the reduction of their rents, but no
such reduction has taken place. The pre-
vious (fovernment said to the private land-
lord, by the Reduction of Rents Aect, that he
must reduce ihe rents of the houses in
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which his tenants lived, while the Govern-
ment themselves, as landlords, were not

‘granting any reduction whatever to their

officers, 1 am not blaming members of the
present Government, but I know that mem-
hers of the present Government, when in
Opposition, desired officers of the Education
DNepartment to have a reduction of rents
simultaneously with reduection of salarjes, I
think the present Minister for Edueation, as
a prominent member of the then Opposition,
took part in that debate, All I ask to-pight
is that the hon. gentleman shopld assure
the C'ommittee that the rents being paid by
officers of the Education Department will
he reduced commensurately with their sal.
aries. I understand that the executive of
the Teachers’ Union have been in consul-
tation with the Minister on the subject, and
that the Minister intends to take certain
steps to ease the position. However, I am
mueh afraid that it is still in the mind of
the department that what the teachers are
after just now is the improvement of the
condition of the houses in which they have
to live, as well as the assessment of their
rents. T have here some illustrations of the
kind of guarters in which teachers are ¢om-
pelled to live.

Mr. Tounkin: Beiter tack them up on the
wall.

Mr, NEEDHAM: It would not be edify-
ing if I did. But what T am concerned with
for the moment is not the elass of quarters
in which the teachers are compelled to re-
gide. The Government compel the teachers
to live in Government quarters if Govern-
ment quarters are available. The teacher
cannot say that he will live over there or
over here; he must live in the quarters pro-
vided by the department; whether they are
good, had or indifferent, the teacher must
put up with them. The time is overdue for
consideration of the assessment of rents, the
question being, as I have said, age-old. How-
ever, it Is a question fo he considered at an-
other opportunity. T ask the Minister for
Education to exereise his authority as a
member of the Cabinet to see that the
teachers receive some compensation in the
way of reduction of rents as a set-off against
what they have suffered hy sslary reduec-
tions.
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MR, GRIFFITHS (Avon) [8.36]: To-
night I wish to speak more particularly on
country eduecation. 1 desire te draw the
attention of the Committee to the fine work
being carried out by the rural branch of
school activities. At the Royal Show many
thousands viewed the wonderful display
which country echildren sent to the Centen-
ary Hall. 1 spent well over a day inspect-
ing it, and heard hundreds of people remark-
ing upon the ingenuity, initiative and skill
of the country hovs and girlz who had done
the work. Speaking at the recent Merredin
field day, I described the exhibition as a
species of educational agriculture for grown-
ups. Similar work is being done in many
country schools. In the first instance I wish
to pay a tribute to Mr. Clubb, the Director
of Edueation, who has been largely instru-
mental in initiating this development. In-
cidentally I appeal to the Minister for more
encouragement to country teachers in this
respect. Marvellons work was done by M.
Rogers, Inspeetor of Schools, in hringing
together such a splendid exhibition, and also
in stimulating in country children the love
for hobbies, some useful, some entertaining.
Extraordinarily fine displays have also been
made on the agricultural side as part of the
children’s education. From that aspect I
would draw the Minister’s attention to n
statement in the report on the activities of
rural schools to the effect that it was rather
a pity the Treasury had not been able to
grant the little country schools some assist-
ance in the form of flower and vegetable
seeds. These activities bave cost the depart-
ment, according to figures furnished to me
by those in authority, the sum of 33d. per
school. Mr. Rogers is not the usnal type of
civil servant, and does not confine himself
to working the vegulation hours. His heart
and sou! are in his work. He travels
throughout the country at great personal in-
gonvenience, having no means of convey-
ance. He resembles the Agrienltural De-
partment’s wool inspector in that lie has to
travel in brake vans and any eld way he ean,
and counsequently loses much time, In ques-
tioning Mr. Rogers I gathered that he could
practically double the usefulness of his worl
if he had some adequate means of getting
about. I will mention one or two of the activ-
ities that particularly appealed to me. There
were wonderful exhibits from Moora, Wagin,
B;uce Rock and Toodyay, the exhihit from
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the last mentioned centre taking the first
prize. Not only «id the exhibits inelude
samples of Fodders and cereals but of handi-
erafts of varicus descriptions. There 15 &
remarkable garden at a little school at Xoka.-
dine in the Kalannie district.  There is a
little schoolmistress in ¢harge and there are
a very few pupils. 1 have been told by
people who have been there that she is doing
wonderful work with the kiddies and she wax
able to furnish n remarkable display. In the
Centennry Hall at the Royal Show grounds,
I spoke to Mr. Bruee Leuke, who is an
anthority on animal and bird life, and took
him to view some drawings and records, to-
gether with models of birds’ eggs that bad
heen sent by tire children from Welbunning
in the ML Marshall electorate. There is a
little one-horse school there attended by 24
pupils, about nine of whom are infants.
They, too, submitted a display covering the
study ot hird life and Mr. Leake informed
me, ufter viewing the drawings, the colour-
iny and the deseriptions, that the exhibit was
most ereditable. He could not tind any fault
with the display; the drawings were true to
life. That sechool won the fivst prize in that
particulmr competition. Recently I had the
pleasure of visiting a nwnber of centres in
the South-West, and had an opportunity to
Jjudge the quality of the rural education that
is being imparted to the boys and gitls tiiere.
At Yanmah 1 saw a wonderful display of
fodders and cerenls, wire work and tihe
utilisation of waste material in the manufae-
tnre of useful avticles. What T saw there
gave me hope that the lads in the South-
West were receiving sucl a training as would
develop them into useful farmers, who would
help to save the Group Settlement Scheme
in the end. An interesting feature is that
the Canadian system has been followed of
forming schaol elubs.  For instance, at one
centre there was a calf elub. Tt was rather
homorous to see the yvoungsters bringing
theiy ealves along for exhibition and judging.
The children themselves had to do the judg-
ing and it was interesting to find that the
girly beat the hoys to o frazzle in judging
the stock. One girl gave the exaet points
that had been awarded by the judyes,

My, Mavshall: Tt takes a girl to beat us
bovs!

AMr. GRIFFITHS ;. Another buportant
development relates to the milk supply.
That is a prominent phase of eduecational
agriculture, and T was interested to find tha:
the children at Yanmah did the milk {est-
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ing for the settlers at that centre. They had
actually discovered two or three machines,
which were inefficient and had caused
the farmers to lose much money. That will
evidence the nseful description of the agri-
cultura! education that is provided, a trend
that should be encouraged by the Govern-
ment. At Merredin the scholars have estab-
lished a school magazine, a perusal of which
disclosed to me literary skill of no mean
order. 1 draw attention to these various
phases of the work being carried out by the
department and if the Minister can possibly
zive additional assistance, T hope he will do
50. ] shall not dwell at length upon the
Eduecation Vote, nor deal extensively with
the repori of the department. The member
for North-East IFremantle (Mr. Tonkin}
gave us practically the whole of the report
last might and I do not want to inflict the
same upon members to-night. I would like
to say to that hon. member, however, that he
has come te Parliament with certain ideals,
hut he wilt find that when he is up against
the Treasurer, his ideals will be shattered.
He will diseover that he cannot earrry inte
effect what be has in mind. I ean assure him,
however, that there are many members just
as keen as he in their desive to advance the
educationnl interests of the State, and they
will be willing to assist him in advocating the
advancement of that most important branch
of the State’s activities.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [95]: I desire
to draw the Minister’s aftention to one re-
quirement in a part of my electorate where
the population is fairly seattered. At the
moment I do not know the number of child-
ren needed before the Government wiil con-
sider the establishment of a school.

Mr. Tonkin: Eight is the number,

Mr, CROSS: That being so, T shall ask
the Minister to consider the provision of a
school in the Riverton district. Beecause of
the geographical situation of the distriet, the
children are forced to walk for more than
four miles to the nearest school. It may be
said that the children could walk through

the Bannister Lagoon and go to the school

at Cannington. 1 do not think that would
be a fair proposition, hecause they would
be vequired to walk through sand where
there is great danger from snakes. In that
direction, too, they would be compelled to go
throngh swamps. If the Government can-
not see their way fo establish a school in the
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Riverton distriet, I hope they will give eon-
sideration to the granting of a travelling
allowance so as to enahle the parents to send
their children to school by means of a con-
vevance. There is one anomaly regarding
travelling allowances that the Minister might
explain. I understand that a year or two
ago the Minigter for Edueation arrived at
an arrangement with the Minister controlling
the tramways by which children who had to
travel from the city to Coode-street, were
allowed to journey by tram on payment of
a fare of one penny. On the other hand,
children from Coode-street who had to travel
to schools in the ¢ity had to pav a fare of
2d. Would it not be possible for another
consnltation to be held between the Ministers
coneerned and an arrangement arrived at
whereby the same facilities might be ex-
tended to the children of South Perth as is
granted to children in the city? The ex-
pense involved is burdensome, particularly
if the pareuats are out of work or are in re-
ceipt of sustenance. That is particularly
felt by some parents residing at Canning
Bridge whose children have to attend the
senior schools in the eity. They find they
cannot afford to pay the travelling expenses.
Would it not be possible for the Govern-
ment {o provide some fund out of which the
travelling expenses for ehildren in such cir-
cumstances could be paid? There would not
be many children concerned and I hope the
Minister will do something along the lines 1
have suggested.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [9.8.]:
T support the remarks of the member for
Perth (Mr. Needham). A case has been
made out for review respecting the renis
paid by teachers. There is a feeling that
something should he done to secure the re-
appraisement of the rents of the dwellings
they oeccupy. 1 do not think they c¢an claim
any particnlar znalogy with the Reduction
of Rents Act bhecause that legislation hardly
applies to their dwellings at all. Nearly all
the dwellings are held on short tenancies of
a week or a month and the Reduetion of
Rents Act does not apply to premises held
on less than a monthly tenanecy.

Alr. Tonkin: Yes, but there is the law
of supply and demand.
Mr., McDONALD: I was coming to that

point. I do not think there is any analogy
under the Reduction of Rents Act but, as
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the member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Tonkin} said, there is a definite analogy
with regard to the general reduction in rents
of all classes of rented premises. There has
been & definite reduction during the past two
or three years. I commend this matter to
the cousideration of the Minister with a
view to ascertaining whether the teachers
should not receive some additional consider-
ation with regard to the remts they are pay-
ing. Consideration could be given to the
point as to whether the rents they are pay-
ing are commensurate with the position en-
Joyed by the general community. I am also
informed that there is some difference in the
appraisement of vents in the case of differ-
ent officers. Some are appraised en one
prineciple and some according to a sliding
seale applying to salaries, I am not familiar
with the position, but if it is as represented
to me, then the same consideration has not
heen extended generally to the teachers con-
cerned. I support the member for Perth in
his request that the Minister should give
consideration to the matter.

Mr. Marshall: What shout the railway
employees

Mr. MeDONALD: The hon, member can
deal with them on the Railways Vote. "We
are at present discussivg the Education
Vote.

Mr. Marshall: They have had a reduction
in their wages but their rents have not been
decreased.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are not
dealing with the railways.

MR. PIESSE (Katanning) [9.11]: T de-
sire to express my appreciation of the exeel-
lent work of the Education Department,
more partienlarly during the period of the
depression. I was particularly pleased to
hear the speech delivered by the Minister
last night and have read with interest the
report of the Education Department. I de-
sire to pay a special tribute to the Divector,
to the Chief Inspector, to the inspectors gen-
erally and to the staff of the BEduneation De-
partment, There is no Government depart-
ment that comes so eclosely in touch with
so many people throughont the State or
enters into the welfare and happiness of
the people so mmch as the Edueation De-
partment. We owe a special tribute to those
associated with the edueation of our people

[ASSEMBLY.]

because we know that not only have the
teachers suffered a vedunction of salary under
the financial emergency legislation, but they
have been called upon to do work of even
greater responsibility than in normal times.
They have performed the work without com-
plaint and have borne the additional respon-
sibilities that have devolved upon them. Not
only have they heen concerned with the edu-
eation of the children, but with their health.

The position has been aceentuated by
the depression because so many par-
ents are ont of work and naturally

their families have suffered to some extent.
They have heen very watehtul in that direc-
tion and have uot ullowed the children to
suffer unduly. It is gratifving to know that
we have sueh wondertul co-operation hetween
the Government and the Minister for Eduen-
tion, the Director and the staff, and I am
pleased also with the co-operation evineed
by the parents’ and citizens’ uassociations
which, during the past two or three years,
have been very active and have manfully
shouldered their responsibilities, 1 am
pleased to know that 1he Minister for Health
is extending the dental inspeetions to coun-
try schools, for it will mean a very great deal
to our children, If there is one depattment
ealling for speeial eonsideration, it is the
Fdueation Department. As already pointed
out, this departimeni differs from many other
Government departments, and | think its
oflicers would be only fairly treated if the
cut in their salavies was not maintained for
any long period. The member for North-
Fast Fremantle said it was hard to reconcile
the faet that teachers are ealled upon to
make saerifices and still be expected to teach
the children of persons who are well ahle to
puy something for the edueation of their
children., 1 do not suggest that we should
make eharzes for primary education, because
we all agree that that should be free; bhut if
the depression is likely to continue, [ think
Parliament would be justified in reviewing
that question, for it seems to me it is unfair
to expect the teachers to take pains with the
children of parents who could well afford to
pay for their education. T do not wish to
Jahour the question raised by the member for
Perth, but T remind the Minister that during
last session, when the Reduetion of Rents
Bill was under consideration, the question of
rents charged to teachers was brought up.
and the then Minister for Education, the late
Mr. T. A, L. Davy, replied to something
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brought forward hy the member for Leeder-
ville. He said—

The rents charged to teachers by the Educa-
tion Department are on an extremely low scale,
and on a rather illogical scale, The basis of
them is a percentage on eapital value, but in
addition the income of the teacher is taken into
consideration.

Later, he said—

The teachers were not being charged an
economic rent; they were not being charged a
rent fixed on boom conditions; they were
charged a rent based purely on a formula, The

times have chuanged to such an extent as to
Jjustify an alteration in the rents.

And again—

The matter hag been discussed at consider-
able length between the Premier and myself,
and by the department and the teaechers. I
have suggested a formula for fixing the amount
of tent to be paid, and am expecting to henr
in the near future whether that basig will he
accepted or rejected.

T do not know how far the present Minister
has been able to go in the matter, but I want
him to realise that, as pointed out by the
member for Perth, the exzeessive rent at
present being charged to teachers does not
apply in all instances. However, according
to the formula fixed by the department in
the past, it has been raised according to the

importance of the c¢lassification of the
teacher. Tn many instances, teachers
who have great responsibilities, have

suffered a reduction in salary to the
extent of £125. Moreover, the rent of
private residences in eountry towns has been
reduced by quite 50 per eent. So I think the
Minister might well take into eonsideration
the claims which have heen pressed, not by
the teachers themselves but by members of
this Chamber, for many of the teachers are
heing called upon to make a double sacrifice.
I have nothing further to say, other than to
remark that the department has never failed
to trv to meet the growing needs of edunesn-
tion, especially in the backblocks. They have
kept their schools in the larger centres well
equipped and well maintained, and there is
a wonderful spirit of co-operation between
the teachers and the Director, and the par-
ents and citizens' assoeintions. We might
well be proud of onr education system.

MRE. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.24]: I join
with other members in expressing apprecia-
tion of the work of the Education Depart-
ment. The enthusiasm of the Director, the
inspectors, the teachers and everyone eon-
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nected with the department is outstanding,
and we have reason to be pleased with the
progress being made. There have been in
the Press references to the difficulty in re-
gard to the forwarding of letters in the cor-
respondence class lessons, unless stamped at
letter rates. Although it was helieved that
this difficulty had been overcome, it still re-
mains, and the Postmaster General’s Depart-
ment has not approved of the inclusion of a
personal letter in the lessons sent by post.
There can be no question of the value of such
a letter; it brings the children into mare
intimate touech with the teachers of the cor-
vespondence classes. If the children were
not pupils in the correspondence classes, the
letters would not he sent. The ohjection
which has been rnised is apt to do a very
grave injury. It may be necessary for some
regmlation to be amended or ancther to be
formulated, but whatever is required shounld -
be done without hesitation. The fact that
the children are pupils of the correspond-
ence class is proof that they are living in
more or less isolated districts, and the least
the Postmaster General’s Department ecan
do is to give them this concession. We talk
a lot about the importance of living in the
outhack and developing the hinterland, and
so on, but when it comes to giving encour-
agement to the ehildren of the people out
there, the Postmaster General’s Department
is sadly lacking. I eannot understand the
objection. Tt is not an important matier
from the standpoint of the Postmaster Gen-
eral's Department, although it is very im-
portant from the standpoint both of the
children and of the teachers of the corre-
spondence classes. They are exceedingly en-
thusiastic, and the excellence of the results
secured was proved by the exhibits of work
at the Royal Show. T hope the Eduecation
Department will persist in urging consider-
ation by the Postmaster General’s Depart-
ment, with a view fo securing this privilege
for the children. T appreciate the sympa-
thetic regard given by the teachers of the
department to project clubs. In the South-
West, very great advance has been made in
this way, and undoubtedly the inferest of
the children is quickened and the results
have proved satisfactory to all coneerned. I
suggest that, in the appointment of teachers
to ountlying schools, consiceration should bhe
given fo those whose sympathy and inclina-
tion lean to the development of those clubs.
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In Queensland, great progress has been made
with those elubs, but I do not desire to draw
& comparison or saggest that our own de-
partment has been lacking in any way. Qur
own depariment has done a tremendous
amount of good which, with a little help on
the part of the citizens and the Govern-
ment, can he materially extended. The de-
partment suffered a severe loss early this
year by the death of Mr. Thomas, one of
the inspeetors. He had one ohject in life,
and that was to carry out his duty as an in-
spector. He was sympathetic, kindly, and
capable to a remarkable degree. His know-
ledge of the children in his distriet was ex-
traordinary, and the regard in whieh he was
held by ehildren and teachers was an indiea-
tion of his real worth.

[Myr. Sleeman took the Chair.]

HON. J. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie)
[9.31]): T desire to dirvect the attention of
the Minister to the need for repairs and
renovations to the central school Kalgoorlie.
The asphalt approach to the sehool iz liftle
more than a series of cracks and ruts, and
the bad eondition is very much to the detri-
ment of the children. I do not think any
repairs have heen effected (o the asphalt
approach since my last visit to the school,
The woodwork also needs painting to
freshen it up and give it a more agreeable
appearance. The only “paint” the school
has received for years has been the coating
of red dust left by the dust storms. I think
that applies to all the schools on the gold-
fields. Apparently the various Ministers for
Education have been umder the impression
that the people of Kalgoorlie are a Com-
munist comimunity who delight in that
eolour, but it is in the interests of the de-
partment that the schools be kept in a pro-
per state of repair. A coat of whitewash
indoors would alse be aceeptable, Damp
patehes hLave made their appearance, and
have graduaily crept down the walls and
form resting places for the dust. Years ago
the fenee had pickets oun it, but guife a
uumber have disappeared. The member for
Nedlands (Hom. N. Keenan), when Minis-
ter for Education, visited the distriet and
was impressed with the need for spending
some money to effect the necessary repairs.
Previous speakers have mentioned that
teachers in various parts of the State suffer
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great disabilities on account of the house
rents payable to the department.

Mr. Raphael: And on account of the
houses, too.
Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: In my dis-

trict house rents have inereased enormously.
Anyone going to the Kalgoorlie distriet has
to spend several weeks before he ean Seeure
a dwelling in which to live, and has to in-
eur substantial expenditure to pay for ae-
commodation at a boarding house or hotel.
Nothing has been done to relieve the posi-
tion, notwithstanding that the teachers on
the goldfields have suffered a reduction of
salary through the passing of the emergency
taxation. 1 understand that something is
being done to atford them relief, but I have
not been informed of it either by the Treas-
urcr or by the Minister for Education. The
member for the distriet should be notified,
a5 an aet of common ecourtesy, when any
departure is made or any relief is granted
affecting the people in his distriet. The
Minister does not appear to be paying much
attention, but I shall be satisfied if he reads
tay remarks in “Hansard” and if the officers
of the department are asked to furnish the
necessary reports. 1 understand it is the
policy of the Government o spend a sub-
stantial sem in renovating public buildings
throughout the State, especially schools,
courthouses and such-like buildings, and I
do not want Kalgoorlie to be overlooked.
Many years have passed since any public
money was spent in the Kalgoorlie clec-
torate, and seeing that the residents of the
woldfields pay their taxes and are good citi-
zens and provide wealth that benefits not
only the community of this State but of the
whole Commonwealth, their interests should
not be overlooked. During recent years
there has been quite an influx of population
to the goldfields areas, and particularly to
the Kalgoorlie electorate, which means that
the number of children attending the schools
will be Iargely increased. Additional accom-
modation must be provided, or the Govern-
ment must renovate those portions of the
school buildings that have heen out of use
to make them comfortable for the chiidren.
T do not want the Minister to overlook the
needs of the Kalgoorlie central school,
Doubtless the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe (Mr, F, C. L. Smih) will speak of
the needs of the secondary schiool hetween
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Kalgoorlie and Boulder which, to wmy
knowledge, vequires renovations to puf the
building info proper order.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [937]: I wish
to say a2 few words in praise of the excel-
lent work dene by the Director and officers
of the Education Department. More par-
ticularly do I desire to stress the importance
of the correspondence classes fo the out-
back areas. I doubt whether town members
realise fully what they mean to a large num-
ber of settlers located 70 or 80 miles from
a railway when there are seven or eight
children, but not enough to warrant the
eonstruction of a school. Many of those
families would not stay in the out-back
country but for the wonderful work being
done for the children by the correspondence
branch, the staff of which, in my opinion,
are rendering excellent service that is not
fully appreciated by the average city resi-
dent, We can congratulate ourselves that
for many ycars not only the heads of the
department but the different Ministers for
Education have taken a keen interest in the
work of edueating the young people. We
provide £500.000 each year for the educa-
tion of the young, and when we consider
that that amonnt has to be found by some
400,000 people, we have reason to be proud
ot the achievement. Notwithstanding that
the amount is large, the expenditure js war-
ranted. The conditions prevailing in the
country are nof comparable with those en-
Joyed by children in the city. Probably
£1,000,600 a year would be required to give
equally good service to every child in the
State. If such a sum were available, I am
sure the Government would provide it and
the public would not grudge it. The pre-
sent expenditure represents 25s. per head
of the population, but were it not for the
generons vote passed by Parliament each
year for education, there wounld not be the
development that is taking place in the agri-
cultural and mining areas situated hundreds
of miles from the capital eity. Another mat-
ter 1 wish to bring under the notice of
members. Is it fair that a University pro-
fessor should tell young boys and girls over
tbe wireless that their fathers and brothers
{ought in the Great War for no purpose
whatever? 1 have been informed on the
best of authority that that was done.

Mr. Raphael: The professors preach com-
munism as well.

1495

Mz, STUBBS: I do not think a professor
is paid to preach that sort of thing.

Mr., Tonkin: No, he draws two guineas
extra for that.

Mr. STUBBS: It is not right for Uni-
versity professors to use their time and
talent in that way. I ask the Minister to
aseertain whether the statement is correct,
and if it is not correet, I will readily apole-
gise.

Mr. Marshall: What was the statement?

Mr. STUBBS: That a University profes-
sor stated over the wireless that the Great
War was financed by a lot of Jews and
other people, that blood was shed in vain,
and that the war was fought in vain.

. Mr. Marshall: It is a rather debatable
subject, but he was very close to the truth,

Mr. STUBBS: It is not the province of
a University professor drawing a salary
from the State to preach that sort of stuff
over the wireless.

The Minister for Works: If he believes
it is right, why should not he say it?

Mr. STOUBBS: He should not preach that
gospel to the young people while drawing
a salary from the State, heeause it is tanta-
mount to saying that the war was unjusti-
fied, and that if England became involved
in another war, Australians shounld not take
part in it

Mr. Needham: He was quite right.

Mr. STUBBS: I enter my emphati¢c pro-
test against a University professor utilising
his time in that way.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [9.44]:
Though wishing to castigate the Minister re-
specting a number of items, T also wish to
congratulate him on baving put certain
works in hand in my electorate. The Vie-
toria Park East school is about the largest
primary school in the State. The Minister
knows what accommodation is required there
and that it is necessarv to remove the exist-
ing tramway terminus, but he does not seem
to realise how necessary it is to increase the
area of the school grounds. The class-rooms
are greatly overcrowded and further addi-
tions are vitally necessarv. In order to pro-
vide facilities for children of the sixth stand-
ard and over, who are now in schools east
of the James-street school, a new central
gchool should be established in Plain-street,
East Perth, whieh is regarded as the most
suitable area. Such a school is urgently
needed and [ hope will soon be established.
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I have discussed the matter with responsible
bodies, who are of opinion that East Perth
would be the most suitable locality for such
a school.

Mr, Cross: It should be on the south side
of the river.

Mr. RAPHAEL: And the hon. member
ought to be in ift. Thbe present method of
supplying equipment to the teachers sbould
be scrapped. We know that times are bad,
and we have heen forced to believe that
money is scarce because of the reduction in
our salaries. The member for Wagin says
that the education system eosts 25s. per
child per annum. The money is well spent.
The girls in the sehools were being taught
sewing, but the tuition has been gradually
curtailed because of the lack of material, It
is important that this work should be con-
tinued so that the girls may be better house-
wives later on. It is also hoped that the re-
ductions whieck have heen made in the
teachers’ salaries will be restored at no dis-
tant date. Quite recently I visited a ecountry
school where 15 children were being tanght
in a tin shanty comprising three rooms. Two
of the rooms are class-rooms, whilst the
third is the bedroem, the sitting-room, the
kitehen and the bathroom of the teacher. T
hope an investigation will be made into this
case, because I do not suppose it is the only
one of its kind. Teachers should he given
decent living quarters. The temperature in
-thig school huilding goes up to 118 de-
grees. The children arc supposed to be ve-
leased from school when the temperature
reaches 108, hut as the lowest temperature
in summer is 109 there, they would not get
much tuition if they were allowed to go. It
is idle to expect that children ean he efii-
ciently taught under such conditions. We
could hardly expect an investigation to be
made into these matters by the Nationalist
Government, but now that the Labour Gov-
ernment are in power we may expect means
to be found for the amelioration of these
hardships and disabilities. The member for
Wagin complained about the remarks of a
University professor.

The Minister for Edueation: That is out
of order.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Minister is not
Chairman of Conunittees, and is not sitting
in the place of the Chairman.

The Minister for Eduecation: University
matters do not come under this Vote.
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Mr. RAPHAEL: I claim the protection
of the Chair,

The CHAIRMAN : The hop. member need
not take any notice of interjections.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Why should we inter-
fere with the professors? In a time of
climax it is generally the professors to whom
Premiers turn for suggestions. When a pro-
fessor suggested that wages should be cut,
Governments stood behind him. It will not
do any harm if a professor does suggest that
war is harmful; it will not hurt the country.
If men do preach against war, I hope they
will be allowed to continue their good work.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [9.50]: I am
pleased that the Teachers’ College is fo be
re-opened in 1934, I suggest to the Minis-
ter, when the classes are being formed at
the college, that the new students he in-
structed in regard to the care of children’s
teeth, We spend a lot of money in trying
to cure dental troubles amongst the scholars.
According to the opinion of experts quoted
in the Press as to the cause of dental
troubles, three children out of every four
ave affected. Since the faets are now known
by experts, I see no reason why the Minis-
ter for Health should not collaborate with
the Minister for Edneation in arranging for
teachers at the college to he instrueted to
aequaint the children with the causes leading
up to dental troubles, so that the children,
in turn, may eat the right foods to overcome
the diffienlty,

Mr. Lambert: They have to get the right
food, too.

Mr. NORTH : I make this suggestion sub-
jeet to our having experts who are aware
of the cause of these troubles. The matter
certainly should be faken up by the depart-
ment. The teachers are trained at the col-
lege to inculeate knowledge into the minds
of the children. I see no reason why they
should not use the knowledge they possess
at the right time in a child’s life.

MR, LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[9.53]: I do not know why the Minister for
Ednuecation took exception to the remarks of
the member for Vietoria Park concerning the
relationship of the University to the Edu-
cation Vote. No exception was taken fo
the matter when the member for North-East
Fremantle gave his useful contribution to
the dehate last evening,
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The Minister for Education: I merely
suggested that in this Vote there was no
provision for expenditure upon the Univer-
sity.

Mr., LAMBERT: The vote itself allows
for a wide range of discussion on educational
matters. In view of the statements of the
member for North-East Fremantle, the Min-
ister should, before there is any further
allocation of money to the University, have
the balance sheets and accounts of that in-
stitution scrutinised by the Audit Depart-
ment.

The Minister for Edueation:
under the Treasury.

Mr. LAMBERT: Where could we dis-
cusy it?

The Minister for Bducation: On the vote
for the University.

Mr. LAMBERT: No. That is a statutory
amount. Unless one is prepared to move
a direct motion, discussion of the vote is
not permissible. Seeing that the State is
involved to a considerable extent, we should
know exactly where we stand regarding the
contributions towards the upkeep of the
Tuiversity. With ail due Tegpect to those
now attending the University, I express my
belief that 75 per cent. of them will never,
except in o peneral sense, play a part in
cither the scientific or economic life of West-
ern Australia. There are, however, a few
students at the Perth Technical School and
at the Kalgoorlie School of Mines who will
play a useful part. The member for West
Perth said, by way of interjection, that a
number of students are attending classes to
qualify for the legal profession. Though
I believe in the widest possible extension
of free education, I have yet to learn that
there is any advantage to the State in keep-
ing a lot of students who will merely add
pure medioerity to an already overecrowded
profession. Students of arts and sciences
will be able to make useful contributions lo
the commercial life and the general activi-
ties of the State; but to give students a free
education in order that they may beecome
solicitors and retail their legal knowledge,
while the working man or working woman
of this country has te pay fees to have his
or her children taught at the Perth Techni-
eal School or at the Kalgoorlie School of
Mines, is distinctly wropg. I hope the
Treasurer will not hesitate to have a most
searching investigation made into the
finances of the University. That institu-
tion is a glorious conception, and all honour
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should be paid to the man whose name
will, I ,bope, be imperishable in the
history of Western Australia, the man
who made possible the beantiful University
buildings of to-day. He might well have
hesitated if he could have econceived the
manner in which his money would be spent.
Had those funds been invested for some
yvears on sound lines, the accrmed interest
alone would have made possible bursaries
which might have rendered our University
the outstanding educational feature of the
Commonwealth. The omission to take such
a step is not, of course, the fault of the
man who conceived the great ideal. In view
of ‘the statements made by the member for
North-Fast Fremantle, statements which I
aecept without reservation as he has a
greater kenowledge of the subjeet than I
have, there is sufficient evidence for the
Comumiitee at least to ask the Treasarer to
stay his hand. Much of the money going
into that channel should be going into a
channel which would asgsist the boys of the
community attending the Perth Techniral
School and the Kalgoorlie Sehool of Mines,
They are much more worthy of assistance
than are the voung fellows who are merely
wasting their time in trying to push into
some niche in an overerowded profession.
The member for Claremont raised the ques-
tion of the kiddies attending the Training
Coliege, who suffer from disadvantages en-
tailed by the defective teeth. We commit to a
lifetime of misery boys and girls whose par-
ents cannot afford ordinary dental care for
theni, and vet we lavish money on a Univer-
sity for what purpose? To keep about 700
people most of whom will contribute neither
directly nor indirectly towards the welfare
and advancement of the country. T do not
dispurage the great work of the Tuiversity.
I regard that work as jealously and as
highly as any other member of the Com-
mittee. Flowever, there must be some line
drawn. I hold it to be the Treasurer’s duty
to obtain a clear assessment of the relative
value derived from moneys given to these
institutions. I trust my remarks will not
be misinterpreted as indieating on my part a
want of belief in the freest and fullest
education. I agree entirely with the won-
derful contribution made to this debate by
the member for North-East Fremantle.
Everything depends upon education, and
only upon it can we rely for advancement
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in civilisation. I {rust that from the aspeet
of useful education the Freasurer will point
out to the University where better work can
be done. Let me instance the farmers, We
are preaching the gospel of “Back to the
horse.” The man who wants to acquire vet-
erinary science must leave Western .\us-
iralia to acquire it. Would the State be any
poorer if the 65 or 66 law students left
Western Australia to gain knowledge else-
where? I do noi think so. Oa the other
hand, the State would be much the poorer
if it were not possible for those desirons of
obtaining a knowledge of veterinary science
to acquire that knowledge here.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member had
better deal with that under the Agricultural
Vote. He is not in order in diseussing vet-
erinary science at the present stage.

Mr. LAMBERT: No, but T would be if
I diseussed the Chair of Veterinary Seience.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in attempting to discuss the
Chair of Veterinary Secience. He can speak
generally on the University.

Mr., LAMBERT: Having mentioned the
point, and baving drawn attention to the
fact that the Chair of Veterinary Secience
is non-existeni, though it should bhe estab-
lished, I need say no more.

Mr. Latham: Deal with it under the Den-
tists Aet Amendment Bill.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope the question
raised by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Tonkin) regarding the deplor-
able condition of many of the schools, and
the inadequate aceommeodation pravided for
the teachers, will receive the consideration
of the Minister. In these time, lavish expen-
diture on school accommodation and facilities
has not been possible. Now that there is
ppparently & surplus of money availahle for
the construction of footpaths, and in the
Commonwealth arena there is so much money
that members of the Federal Parliament
seem to be able to dispose of it to their own
satisfaction, I hope that at least some money
will be expended on reconditioning couniry
schools. Some of the schools in my elector-
ate have not been visited by a painter or a
carpenter for countless years. I hope that
the Minister will see that, instead of allow-
ing money to be spent by the Public Works
Department in direetions that are question-
able, and on works that could be held up
for some time to come, the money will be
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diverted for purposes that will not only
make for the additional comfort of scheol
children and teachers throughout the State,
but will provide for what the member for
North-East Fremantle regards as a first
essential—efficiency in the teaching available
at our schools,

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. J. C. Willeock—Geraldton—in reply)
[10.101: I thank members for the manner
in which they have dealt with the Estimates
of the Education Department. As I stated,
there is no limit to what we desire to
do, but the limitation placed upon our efforts
has been that involved in the provision of
funds. If money were available, we would
be able to spend it in many ways that we
regard as desirable. I trust there will be no
misconception on that peint. As to sehool
buildings, that phase was dealt with when
the Works Iistimates were considered, and
the policy of the Government was indicated.
[ think it will be found at the end of 12
months that considerable improvements will
bave been effected in the reconditioning of
sehools and teachers' quarters throughount
the State. I do not desire to discuss at
length the speech of the member for North-
East Fremantle (3Mr. Tonkin). The Tni-
versity does not come under the eontrol of
the Minister for Education, who has no pos-
sible say, by virtue of his office, in the con-
trol of that institution. The Government
make provision for funds for the Univers-
ity, but it i governed by its distinet organ-
isation. If Parliament considers it neges-
sary that an investigation he made ve-
garding the Universify, the manner in
whiech University funds are expended, the
personnei of the staff, the hours they work,
and so om, it ean be done through the Treas-
urer, who could make representations to the
Senate or the Convocation with regard to
those matters. Of course, Parliument does
make available money for the institution. I
think the amount is £24,000, which is pro-
vided under a special Act. If Parliament
did not agree to that money being provided,
or decided to repeal the special Aet, the
University would be withont funds.  So,
from that standpoint, we have some power,
buf I, as Minister, have no jurisdiction, in-
fluence or conirel of any deseription aver
the activities of the University.

Mr. Marshall: The Estimates contain a
paltry amount of £1,850 for the University.
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
But the principal amount is provided under
a special Act.

Mr. Marshall : That is the trouble; so much
of this sort of thing is done piecemeal.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The member for Perth (Jr. Needham)
referred to the rents charged for teach-
ers’ quarters, and said that the charges
should be governed by the Reduction
of Rents Aet. As the member for West
Perth (Mr. McDonald) pointed out, a very
small percentage only of ordinary dwellings
come within the purview of that Aet, which
deals really with business premises. The
Crown has taken no advantage of the eir-
cumstauees. There is no legal lease involved
in connection with teachers’ quarters, but, in
any ecircumsfaneces, they would not come
within the scope of the Reduetion of Rents
Act. 1f the former Minister for Education
had lived long enough to complete his
inquiries with the Treasurer, there would
have been some finality on the question of
what would be done regarding the rents
chareed for quarters occupied by teachers
and other Government servants throughont
the State. That matter came before me as
a result of a deputation from the Teachers’
Union. [ looked inte the matter to ascertain
how the rents had been assessed, and to sce
whether there were any serions disabilities.
I found that there were entirely different

ciccumstances regarding teachers’ quar-
ters, compared with those of other
Government servants. A complicated

formulpy was adopted, which does nof work
out justly in all cases. I think it is based on
8 per cent. on the capital value of buildings
without regard to the land itself, however
valunable the Jand may he. In addition, there
are certain variations in aceordance with the
classification of the leacher, A teacher re-
ceiving o certain salary may reside in sehool
quarters for which he will pay £25 a year as
rent.  Another teacher may be appointed to
the same school, and merely because le
possesses a different classification and re-
ceives a different salary, he may be called
upon to pay 50 per eent. more hy way of
rent for the same building,

Mvr. Needham: That is not the trouble now.
It is a question of reduction of rents under
the emergency legislation, not the assess-
ments.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Parliament deliberately passed the legisla-
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tion knowing what the position was. 1t did
not make any provision for a reduction in
the rent of quarters occupied by teachers.
There was some justification for that atti-
tude. During the decade between 1913 and
1923, according to the Statistician’s fipures,
rents increased by 70 or 80 per cent. But
teachers’ rentals did not increase at all.

Mr, Needham: That is no argument.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
The argument in regard to the reduction of
rents is that the teachers’ salaries inereased
very congiderably during that period. Yet
they did not have to pay increased rent, The
arguient of the hon. member is that when
the teachers have their salaries reduced, the
vent must be reduced. Similarly then, when
salaries are increased, surely the rents should
be increased. However, the whole position
is most unsatisfactory in regard to the
assessment of rents, not only of teachers, but
of certain railway employcees, of employees
on the GUoldfields Water Supply, of the
police, of the caretakers, and many other
classes of public servants. [t is an anomaly
that certain teachers ecan oecupy premises
and be charged £30 rent, and that their suc-
cessors may be charged £50 rent for the same
building. What I think should be done is
that there should be a fair vent assessed for
each house, irrespective of the teachers’
salaries, At present, beecause a teacher
draws & big salary he pays a high rent for
lis ruarters, although others on lower
salaries have paid a lesser rent for the same
building. The whole position bristles with
anomalies, and somecthing should be done
about it. The matter has been considered by
the Government. T put up to the Premier a
memo. which has been agreed to. Here is
the memo. I submitted—

To the Hon. the Premier,—The position as
regards the provision of accommodation or
quarters for Government employees seems to
be very unsatisiactory at the present timo.
The Eduecation Department and the Railway
Department. have systems which are not uni-
form, and which give rise to anomalies, and
which apparently give satisfaction to no one.
In the Police Department, I understand, an
allowance is made for rent where houses are
not provided for police officers. Of course in
small country distriects accommodation 1is
always provided as part of the police station.
For single men in the metropolitan area, bar-
racks are provided. Caretakers of some of the
public buildings are also provided with quar-
ters of varying fypes; and Goldfields Water
Supply men are also affected to aome extent.
In the Edueation Department the hasis appar-
ently is that 8 per cent. on the capital value
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of improvements is charged. (That is to say,
excluding the value of the land). But this is
governed by a proviso that the rental shall
not exeeed a rate fixed according to the status
of the teacher, and where the existing buildings
do not come up to the standard required for
the class of teacher of the school to which the
quarters are attached, a reduction ig made.
The position is anomalous, inasmuch as owing
to financial exigeneies, houses which may orig-
inally have been the same in value may now
differ considerably, and want of money for
repairs and renovations makes one house less
valuable for rental purposes than another.
Alse, with regard to capital values, it can
readily be seen over the past 20 or 30 years
that there have heen big fluctuations in eapital
values owing to the different money values ex-
isting from time to time. A house built 30
years ago may be capitalised at only £500,
whereas the same, or a similar, house built
four years ago would be 50 per cent. higher,
and yet the two houses, if kept in a proper
state of renovation, are of about the same
value. It seems to me that a valuation of all
departmental properties should be made and
a rental fixed for cach, irrespective of the sal-
ary received by the cmployee; because if an
employee has a reasonably good house he is
not averse to paying a little more rent for the
extra comfort, whereas if his house is in poor
condition or inconvenient, gome allowanee
should be made so that he may receive some
recompense for the discomforts imposed. TIm
these cireumstances, I think that perhaps if a
confercnce were held by officers {rom the Works
Department, the Education Department, the
Railway Department, and the Police Depart-
ment, with a Treasury official, the matter could
he dealt with and a recommendation made so
that the whole question could be put on a
uniform basis, This matter has become a
live question with the Teachers’ Union which,
as you will remember, has requested that teach-
ers’ rents should be reduced proportionately to
the reduction under the Rents Reduetion Act.
Of course this could not be given effect to
without full consideration of the position as
a whole.

On the receipt of that memo. the Premier
gave effect to the recommendation: the com-
mittee have heen formed and have met, and
I expect they will soon be in a position fo
report. I hope that as the result of that
report we shall not continue to have these
anomalies, and that people ocempying quar-
ters will oceupy them at a fair rental, irre-
spective of the salaries paid. If the matter
be settled on those lines—and that is the
Government’s intention—we shall have a
comparatively satisfactory solution of this
vexed question which has been going on for
vears. At present it is an entirely anomal-
ous position, and if we do what is
get out in this memo., I am sure we
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shall arrive at a more satisfactory positiou.
If - members will leave the mutter to the
Government, I think that before the Isti-
mates ure discussed next year it will have
become a dead instead of a live question.
That was the most serious item diseussed,
together with that of the University, but I
o not wish to fouch upon tbat further.
The member for Kalgoorlie mentioned the
need for renovations to the central school
at Kalgoorlie. The Director has bheen in
the district during the past six or seven
weeks and has made recommendations to the
Works Department. I do not think the
hon. member will have any cause for com-
plaint nfter the matter has been dealt with
by the Works Depavtment. The member for
Viatoria Park mentioned the central school
accominodation in the metropolitan area,
The accommodation for the children of
Perth, and east and south of it, is not satis-
factory. There is no eentral school be-
tween Perth and Midland Junction and
there iz none on the south side of the river.
All the children have to go to the James-
street school, which is overecrowded to the
extent of ahout 350 scholars, and it is neces-
sary to provide additional accommeodation
for the ehildren in the advanced elasses. To
overcome the diMeulty, the Training Cnllege
at Claremont is heing utilised for about 200
scholars. That will relieve the pressure on
the James-street school. If the Treasurer
will agree, we may be able to do something
at ‘Bast Perth regarding the proposed ¢en-
tral school for girls, which has been on the
tapis for three or four years, Just previous
to the former Labour Government leaving
office, the Treasurer and the Mimister for
Works had almost agreed to start that work.
Unfortunately, the financial depression hit
the Treasury and the money could not be
provided for the purpose, and we have been
dealing with the matter in a piecemeal man-
ner since. The James-street central school
is overcrowded and something must be
done., The utilisation of the Training Col-
lege will not interfere with the general work
of the college because, when the coilege is
re-opened, it will not be used as a living-in
school and the accommodation provided for
that purpose will he available for central
school scholars, At present we are utilising
a fair proportion of the space for the cor-
respondence classes. If any further infor-
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mation is desired, I will endeavour to supply
it when the items are being discussed.

Item, Primary and Central Sehools, for-
age, district cleaning and refiring allow-
ances and proportion of leave, £438,936:

Mr. TONKIXN: School teachers, in com-
mon with other Government workers, suf-
fered a 20 per cent. reduction in their sal-
aries, but unlike other public servants, they
also lost their right to long-service leave.
When the Public Service Appeal Board
were fixing the salaries of teachers, the
officers of the department made a special
point of the numher of holidays enjoyed by
teachers. It was pointed out that at Christ-
mas teachers had & long holiday. that they
had frequent holidays during the year and
also got long-service leave. There is not
the slightest doubt that when the board fixed
the salaries, they attached a good deal of
weight to those representations from the de-
partment. That is to say, the long-service
leave was really considered to be part of
the salary. Had the teachers not been en-
titled to long-serviece leave, undoubtedly the
salarigs would have been assessed on a bigher
seale. By making the teachers suffer the loss
of long-service leave in addition to the 20
per cent, reduction of salary, 1 mairntain
they have suffered a double reduction. Their
loss has been greater than that which any
other section of the community have been
called upon to bear, When the financial
emergency legislation was before us, we
understood that the spirit behind it was
equality of sacrifice, but there is no equality
here. Some recognition should be given fo
this point and something should be done to
cqualise the sacrifice by teachers with that
made by other sections of the community.
[f the Minister has any doubt that the
hoard did take into consideration the long-
gervice leave, T ask him to look up the re-
marks of the board when they assessed the
salaries and he will see that my statement
is correct. It is not fair that that section
of the Government service should be called
upon to bear a double reduection.

Item, Salaries of officers under the control
of the Public Service Commissioner; salaries
and wages including temporary assistance,
digtrict allowances, allowances for leave due
to officers on retirement and to officers under
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Public Service regulations, students’ allow-
ances, students’ advauces, £72,735:

Alr, TONKIN: In the “Government Gaz-
ette” of the 13th Oectober a vacancy for
organising inspector of manual training was
advertised and the salary range was stated
as £475 to £565. I happen to know that the
vacaney is occwring because of the pro-
jected retirement of Mr. Joshua Hart, and
his salary was £650 less 6 per cent., or £601
12g. If Mr. Hart was receiving £601 12s.,
why is the position now being advertised
at the lower range? I do not know whether
the lower range is subjeet to a further 6
per cent. reduction. Who has taken it upen
himself to reduce the amount assessed for
the position? The Public Service Appeal
Board assess the salaries of positions, not
individuals. Where is this sort of thing
going to end? I wonder if the zame thing
was done in the ¢ase of the vacaney for a
senior inspector for the Audit Department,
advertised at £430 to £520. When a salary
is assessed by an appeal board, only the
hoard should reduee or increase it, Mem-
bers on this side of the Hounse believe in
arbitration. The Appeal Board fixed £640
for the position.

The Minister for Education: No,

Mr. TONKIN: That is what Mr. Hart
was Teceiving.

The Minister for Education: No; spocial
consideration was given to Mr. Hart on
aceount of his service, not by the Appeal
Board but by the Minister.

Mr. TONKIN: Will the Minister say
that the board fixed the range advertised?

The Minister for Education: No.

Mr. TONKIN: Then it is immaterial
whether the amount was £640 or £630.

The Minister for Fdueation: I think it
was £600.

Mr. TONKIN: Apparently someone has
taken it on himself to reduce the range.
Was it the Public Service Commissioner or
the Direetor of Education?

The Minister for Eduecation: Both of
them, T think in collaboration.

Mr. TONKIN: What right had they to
do it?

The Minister for Education: The indi-
vidual holding the office often makes a
difference.

Mr. TONKIN: If that were so, various
Ministers and members of Parliament wonld
be drawing various salaries. That is a sug-
gestion of payment by results.
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The Minister for Edueation: [ merely say
i think that is what happens.

Mr, Marshall: How can it happen if there
is any constitution governing the situation?

Mr. TONKIN: The Public Serviece Ap-
pesl Board does not fix the salary of the
person holding the position of head feacher
of the North-Fremantle school, but fixes
the salary of the position of head teacher of
a Class 2 school. Mr. Hart’s job becomies
vacant, and the man who fills the position
will be expected to do the work My, Hart
did. The successor to Mr. Hart should
therefore receive the salary paid to the posi-
tion. Either the Public Service Appeal
Board fixes the salary for these positions
or it does not.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I should like to know
why the salary paid to the Superintendent
of Techniea! Eduveation last year was £683
and why it is £644 this year. The cost of
technical education thronghout Australia in
1929 was 2s, 6d. per head of the population
compared with 31s. 5d. the cost of primary
and secondary education. In Western Aus-
tralia for that year it was ls. 6d., but in
1932 it had dropped to a little over ls.
The average number of primary sechool
students in this State in 1931-32 was 57,700,
the cost was £418,270, and the percentage
of the whole was 71. In the case of post-
primary  edueation, intermediate, high
school, central sehool, and Narrogin School
of Agrieulture, the average number of
students was 5,609, the cost £73,690, and
the percenfage 12.5. In the case of second-
ary edueation the average number of
students in 1932 was 1,686, the cost £48,600,
and the percentage 8.3. In the case of tech-
nieal edueation the average number of
students was 4,123, the cost £21,320, and

the percentage 3.6. In the case of
the TUniversity the number of stu-
dents was 770, the c¢ost was £27,050,

and the percentage 4.6. I have some
figures dealing with individual studenis at
our Teehnieal Schools. In 1929 the number
was 3,746 the enrolment was 7,653 and the
cost was £33,690. In 1930 the number of
students was 3,969, the enrolment 8,677, and
the cost £33,210. In 1931 the number of
students was 4.067, the enrohnent 9,060, and
the cost £28,930. Tn 1932 the number of
stndents was 4,123, the enrolment 9,000, and
the cost £21,320. Tn regard to the Perth
Technical Colleze, the fignres are—for 1929
the number of students was 2,641 out of an
enrolment of 5164; in 1930 the number of
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students 2,723, the enrolment 5,996; in 1931
the number of students 2.798, the enrolment
6,288; in 1932 the number of students 2,832,
the enrolment 6.362; in 1933 the number of
students 3.060. and the enrolwent 6,500. The
expenditure on technical education in this
State has dropped from £33,690 in 1929 to
£21,320 in 1932, a drop of 36.7 per cent.
The average number of individual students
attending those sehools, however, increased
from 3,746 to 4,400 in those years. They
now have 4,400 individual students eut of
9,000 enrolments. The Perth ‘lechnieal Col-
lege has increased its average number of in-
dividual students from 2,641 in 1929 to 3,060
in 1933. I am drawing the attention of the
Minister and of the Committee tn this be
cause of the importance of technical educa-
tion. I am sure the importance is realised.
We know what technical education has done
in other parts of the world. During the
great years of 1914 to 1918 we had reason
to discover what technical education had
done towards preparing Germany to make
that great onslaught. I am wondering why
these Bstimates treat technieal education so
lightly, reducing the amount to be granted
to the Superintendent of Technical Eduea-
tion. Last year the eost of fechnical educa-
tion was £21,320, representing 3.0 per cent.
of the total expenditure on education A
comparison of these costs with thogse in
other braneches and in the University will
show that insufficient attention is given to
the important branch of technical education.
T did not realise that lack of aftention or
lack of interest until, some months ago, I
made it my buosiness to visit the Perth Tech-
nical College. Then I had an eye-opener
as to what that college has done, what it is
doing, and what it is capable of doing.
Within recent weeks, the Minister himself,
with other hon. members, had an opportun-
ity of seeing what the college has done and
15 doing under highly disadvantageous con-
ditions. A glance at the annual report shows
ihe wide-spread activities of the branch of
techinical education. Tt caters for the re-
quirements of those training for industry,
the professions, commerce, domestie art, and
rlectrical and chemical seience and engineer-
ing. It is linked mp with the University,
and, by a co-operative arrangement between
the two institutions, Technical College stu-
dents who are foreced by cirenmstances to
work during the day are enahled to qualify
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for eertain University degrees. Omne phase
of technical edueation struck me as parti-
cularly important on wy visit. Tt has a
direct bearing on the distressful times in
which we live. One of the tragedies of the
economic depression, if not its greatesi
tragedy, is the tragedy of youth. Youth
finds itself up against a stone wall,
without an ontlook, without an avenue of
employment in cither the industrial or the
professional ranks. The youth of our coun-
try, after having cost their parents a great
deal of money in getting the best education,
find themselves withont the possibility of oh-
taining emplovment. The parents have
denied themselves in order that their children
may be well equipped for the hattle of life.
During the past three vears thousands of
children have left cur schools with no chance
of emplovment in any walk of life, industrial
or professional. At the Technical College I
found a number of highly intelligent boys
and girls oeeupied in improving their know-
ledge so that, if the opportunity ocenrs, they
can step right into some ecalling. In that
respect, as well as other respects, the Perth
Technical College is doing good work.

Mr. Sampson: Are you agreeable to have
a greater quota of apprentices?

Mr. NEEDHAM : That has no bearing on
the question I am dealing with now. Let me
remind the member for Swan that trade
apprentices and workers in all branches of
commerce, seience and industry are also en-
abled to qualify for promotion and hetfer
appointments by attending the Perth Tech-
nical College. The training given to unem-
ployed boys and girls from 1930 up to the
present has heen instrumental in helping
hundreds fo keep their self-respect, and to
give them oceupational qualifications which
will be of great value to them throughout
their lives. These boys and girls are heing
enabled {o spend what T may term their com-
pulsory leisure hours so that, if the oppor-
tunity offers, they will be able to take on
almost any position. The problem of the
unemployed youth between the ages of 17
and 20 is most serious. Suech youths are past
the age of appreniiceship, even if appren-
ticeships were available. They are too old
to serve a period of five years, as employers
desire that at 21 vears apprenticeship should
be completed. The Technical College, under
its pre-vocational system of training, has
turned out many boys who would make ideal
apprentices, but are now over the age of 16,
They have no chance of apprenticeship,
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whether it is limited or unlimited,
there was no quota of
Jjournevmen in any trade

The CHATRMAN: The hon. wemher is
wetting pretty wide of the mark in dealing
with the subject of apprenticeship generalty.

Mr, NEEDHAM: I will vevert to the
Perth Teehnical College.  The buildings
and enuipment, to my mind, are utterly
inadecuate.

The CHAIRMAX: T am afraid the hon.
member cannot deal with that aspect under
this item, which vefers only teo salaries,

Mr. NEEDHAM: 1f T cannot make refer-
cuce to that matter at this stage, perhaps
I shall be able to do so under some other
heading. T am referring to the buildings
where the teachers are carrying on their
work and am directing attention to the in-
adequacy of ihe premises. If you rule me
out of order, Mr, Chairman, I shall have to
bow to your deecision.

Mr. Marshall: You need rot; you can
move to disagree with the ruling.

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow the
hon. member to proceed further along those
lines. I have given him a lot of latitude.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The Superintendent is
handicapped by the elass of building avail-
able for the Technical College. The Minister
and members of this House were present a
few weeks ago and counld see that, {rom a
health point of view, it was unwise to allow
the teachers and students any longer to
oceupy some paris of the premises. I merely
rose to inquire the reason for the salary of
the Superintendent being reduced, and I
had hoped to he able to refer at greater
length fo the necessity for improving the
housing of the students who are receiving
technical education. I think the Superin-
tendent’s salary should be inereased rather
than decreased. He and his staff are doing
excellent work under conditions that could
he much improved. I hope the Minister will
do his hest to inerease the amount available,
s0 as to improve the building and enable
those concerned to do their work under more
centralised conditions than is possible to-
day. Students are taking part of their fech-
nical education in other parts of the meatro-
politan area, and it would he mueh more
economical and advantageous if the whole
of the technieal education were provided in
one ceniral building. I suggest that the Gov-
ernment take into consideration the advis-

Even if
apprentices or
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ability of selling portion of the preseut
building that fronts St. George’s-terrace, and
extending the buildings towards the river so
that all branches of technical education could
be dealt with under the ome roof. I hope
the Minister will inform the Commitlee why
the salary of the Superintendent has been
reduced.
Mr. Marshall: 1 hope he will not.

Item, University Exhibitions, £1,850:

Mr. LATHAM: I take advantage of this
opportunity to point out that it is of little
use Parliament providing exhibitions for
students attending the University, if the
professors, instead of the Senate, are to run
the University. In the “West Australian” of
the 17th October last, there appeared a re-
port of a meeting of the University Senate
at which the professors objected to n cer-
tain regulation which provided that the Sen-
ate might dismiss any professor or lecturer
“whose continuance in his office or in tbe
performance of his duties shall, in the
opinion of the Senate, be injurious to the
progress of the students or to the interests
of the University.” That regulation seems
very sound, but the professors were able to
defeat the object of the Senate, 1 am fully
aware that the Minister has nothing what-
ever to do with the University, but Parlia-
ment has something to do with it.

The Minister for Works: 1t is fime we
amended the University Act.

Mr, LATHAM: It the Senate cannot
control the professors, we should amend the
Acet and assume control ourselves. Parha.
ment provides £24,000 a year under a spe-
el Act, and also sets aside money to assist
students. 1 regret that some of the youths
who go through the University express
views that, to say the very least, are not
commendable to the citizens of this State.
If jthe professors are responsible for that
kind of thing, and the Senate cannot con-
trol the professors, tiien Parliament will have
to do so. 1 do mot know whether it is true,
but T am told that there is quite a little
school at the University preaching ¢ommu-
nism. 1 do not say that the professors are
engaged in it, hut I am told a section
of the students indulge in that prae-
tice. T do not know whether there is 1o he
a new order of things and I do not care,
Dut let us proceed stowly. We do not desire

[ASSEMBLY.)

to be half a century ahead, because that will
merely cause bittermess and strife throngh-
out the State. As a public man, I say em-
phatically that if the Senate cannot control
the professors, Parliament will have fo do
se. In order to pive the Senate some back-
ing, I hope some notice will be taken of the
few remarks 1 have made. 1 had intended
to continue my remarks at some length, but
in view of the lateness of the hour, and the
time that has been devoted to the Education
Vote, I shall not do so. Parliament has the
necessary power, and should exercige it.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported,

House adjourned at 11.8 p.m.

Leaislative HAgsembly,
Thursday, 26th October, 1933, -
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read notifying assent to the undermen-
tioned Bills:—

1, Goldfields Allotments Revestment.

2, Supply (No. 2), £1,201,000,

BILL—ENTERTAINMENTS TAX ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.



